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Regarded as  yet  another  threat  to  the  volat i le  King Henr y VII’s 

c laim to  the  throne,  Margaret  Pole ,  cousin to  E l izabeth of  York 

(known as  the  White  Pr incess)  and daughter  of  George,  Duke 

of  Clarence,  i s  marr ied of f  to  a  steady and kind L ancaster 

supporter—But Margaret’s  contented dai ly  l i fe  i s  changed forever 

with  the  arr iva l  of  Arthur,  the  young Pr ince  of  Wales ,  and his 

beaut i fu l  br ide,  Kather ine  of  Aragon.  Margaret  soon becomes a 

t rusted advisor  and f r iend to  the  honeymooning couple,  hiding 

her  own roya l  connect ions  in  ser vice  to  the  Tudors .

Af ter  the  sudden death of  Pr ince  Arthur,  Kather ine  leaves 

for  London a  widow,  and fu l f i l l s  her  deathbed promise  to  her 

husband by marr ying his  brother,  Henr y VIII .  Margaret’s  world 

is  turned upside  down by the  surpr is ing summons to  court , 

where  she  becomes the  chief  lady-in-wait ing to  Queen Kather ine. 

But  this  charmed l i fe  of  the  wealthiest  and “hol iest”  woman in 

England lasts  only  unt i l  the  r ise  of  Anne B oleyn,  and the  dramat ic 

deter iorat ion of  the  Tudor court .  Margaret  has  to  choose  whether 

her  a l leg iance  is  to  the  increas ing ly  tyrannica l  k ing ,  or  to  her 

beloved queen;  to  the  re l ig ion she  loves  or  the  theolog y which 

ser ves  the  new masters .  Caught  between the  old  world  and the 

new,  Margaret  Pole  has  to  f ind her  own way as  she  carr ies  the 

knowledge of  an old  curse  on a l l  the  Tudors .
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