
Tommy Wallach, the New York Times bestselling author of the “stunning debut” (Kirkus Reviews, starred 
review) We All Looked Up, delivers a brilliant new novel about a young man who overcomes a crippling 
loss and finds the courage to live after meeting an enigmatic girl.
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THIS COUPLE IS ANYTHING BUT ORDINARY: After watching his 
father die five years ago, Parker stopped speaking. What started 
out as a voluntary choice soon developed into psychogenic 
aphonia, a psychological disorder where the mind doesn’t permit 
the body to make speech. Throughout the story, Parker copes with 
his disability by writing on bits of paper and journaling. As a writer, 
Parker observes details that most “normal” teenage boys would 
overlook. Similarly, Zelda has observed people and events as 
she’s slowly aged over the last two hundred years. Readers will be 
entranced by these two soulmates and root for them until the very 
last page.

“Was this story written about me?”

I shrugged.

“Yes or no?”

I shrugged again, finally earning a little scowl, which 

somehow made the girl even more pretty.

“It’s very rude not to answer simple questions,” she said.

I gestured for my journal, but she still wouldn’t give it to 

me. So I took out my pen and wrote on my palm.

I can’t, I wrote. Then, in tiny letters below it: Now don’t 

you feel like a jerk?

A unique story of first and last loves.
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