
SIMON & SCHUSTER
I N T E R N AT I O N A L  SA L E S

Please send orders to:
Simon & Schuster International Sales | 1230 Avenue of the Americas | New York, NY 10020
(T) 01-212-698-2335 | (F) 01-212-698-7617 | InternationalSales@simonandschuster.com

In the tradition of Speak, this extraordinary debut novel shares the unforgettable story of a 
young woman as she struggles to find strength in the aftermath of an assault.

Eden was always good at being good. Starting high school didn’t 
change who she was. But the night her brother’s best friend rapes 
her, Eden’s world capsizes.

What was once simple, is now complex. What Eden once loved—
who she once loved—she now hates. What she thought she knew to 
be true, is now lies. Nothing makes sense anymore, and she knows 
she’s supposed to tell someone what happened but she can’t. So she 
buries it instead. And she buries the way she used to be.

Told in four parts—freshman, sophomore, junior, and senior year—
this provocative debut reveals the deep cuts of trauma. But it also 
demonstrates one young woman’s strength as she navigates the dis-
appointment and unbearable pains of adolescence, of first love and 
first heartbreak, of friendships broken and rebuilt, and while learn-
ing to embrace a power of survival she never knew she had hidden 
within her heart.

* EMOTIONALLY RAW REALISTIC FICTION: The Way I Used to Be 
delves deeply into the slow burn of trauma, the years it can realistically 
take to confront the past.

* DEEP INSIGHT INTO VICTIM: This book opens with a rape, and in 
a masterful demonstration of skill and compassion, the author is able 
to create a real understanding of the answer to big question asked of all 
victims of sexual violence: why didn’t you tell? 

* EXCELLENT WRITING: Like Sarah Dessen, Jandy Nelson, A.S. King, 
or Jay Asher, Amber Smith has the ability to truly inhabit the voice of 
her character, Eden McCrorey.
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