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Introduction

Since Hebrew is written in the Hebrew alphabet, to read
Hebrew you need to associate the sounds with a different
system of symbols than the Latin alphabet. A complete listing
of the Hebrew alphabet can be found starting on page 4.
This is for your information only: you will not need the list
to be able to read Hebrew since all of the instruction is on
the audio.

In Hebrew you read from right to left, the opposite of
English. Starting with the Hebrew reading lessons on page
10, you will be reading from right to left.

In Modern Hebrew, the major vowel sounds are: ah,
eh, ee, o, and oo. Some vowels are represented by more
than one sign. The reason for this is that in ancient times
there were more vowel sounds than there are today and
the various forms of transcription have been maintained
even when there is no sound difference. There is also a
punctuation vowel, called schva, which is sometimes silent.

There are twenty-two consonants in the Hebrew
alphabet, written with thirty-one letters. As in the case
of the vowels, there are some letters which in Modern
Hebrew sound alike, but which originally were different
sounds. This is especially true in the case of some guttural
sounds which are no longer pronounced gutturally in
Modern Hebrew.



There are two letters which are silent and serve as vowel
carriers. There are two letters which have a different sound
when a dot is added. There are five letters which have two
forms: one form when written at the beginning or middle
of the word, and another form when written at the end of
the word. Having different letters for the same sound may
cause difficulties in spelling, but not in reading.

Modern Hebrew script does not normally include
vowels and consonant dots. These are only included in
the Bible, prayer books, poetry, and children’s literature;
they are otherwise used only when it is necessary to
avoid ambiguities of meaning. As of the second grade
in elementary school, Israelis are able to read without
vowels, by guessing the correct pronunciation. Most
everyday reading material in Israel, such as newspapers
and books, are written in ktiv male which is a set of rules
for writing Hebrew without vowel markers. In ktiv male
consonant dots and vowel diacritics are not written and
some vowels are indicated by the addition of the vav
and yud. ktiv male has been adopted by the Academy
of the Hebrew Language. In the Reading Lessons, we have
not included the “dots” called dagesh in cases where these
dots do not change the pronunciation.

There are twenty Reading Lessons. In Lessons One
through Twelve you’ll be reading words you know. The
first two lessons will be shown twice, first in ktiv male and
then with full vowels. However to transition you to reading
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less as a beginner, Lessons Three through Twelve will be
shown only in ktiv male. There are a few words which may
be new to you in these lessons. These words will be shown
with vowel markers and then followed by the meaning of
the word in parenthesis. Use your knowledge of Hebrew
and the context of the lesson to help you read without the
vowel markers. In Lessons Thirteen through Twenty,
you’ll be reading new useful vocabulary. Because you will
most likely not recognize the words you are reading, these
lessons will be shown twice: first with full vowels and then
in ktiv male.

These lessons are printed in the Hebrew ‘“‘square type.”
You will note that there are no capital letters in Hebrew and
western style punctuation is used.

The recorded portion of the reading materials for He-
brew 3 will be found at the end of the program. You can do
the Readings when it is most convenient for you, either with
the lessons, or entirely after completing the full 30 lessons.
Full instructions on how to proceed are in the recording.



<€———  Hebrew Alphabet

Sound Name of Letter Block
Letter
chaf sofit
HCH (final chaf) T
L lamed b
M mem D
mem sofit
M (final mem) O
N nun )
nun sofit
N (final nun) ]
S samech D
silent ayin pY
P pey 9
F fey 9
fey sofit
F (final fey) q
TS (as in “hats™) tsadee N
tsadee sofit
TS (final tsadee) \{




<«€———  Hebrew Alphabet

Sound Name of Letter f;(t)tcel;

silent alef N

B bet ‘_'1

A% vet ml

G (as in “girl”) gimel )

D dalet T

H (buéfs&zr;h ?t end hey )
\Y vav )

Z zain Iy

HCH (similar to the N

noise made in clearing chet
your throat)

T tet O

¥ Yod Guriteny |

K kaf D

HCH (same as chet) chaf )




- Vowel Chart
Major Vowel
Equivalent Sounds Hebrew Vowels
English Sound Combined with N
with
a (as in father) 1 N N N

e (as in met)

ee
(between feet and fit)

o (asin oh)

00 (as in boot)

5 (asin “eh?)”
sometimes silent)




<€———  Hebrew Alphabet

Sound Name of Letter Il?(le::)t(;l:-
K (same as kaf) llj(‘)lff ((Svlv)l(r)llftzr;)) P
R reysh 9
SH shin v
S (same as samech) sin D
T (same as tet) tav n
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Lesson One
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Continue reading pages from right to left.
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Lesson One Translations

Dan and Avi in the restaurant.
After work ...

at seven o’clock ...

Dan and Avi are going ...

to the Mul-Hayam restaurant.
Avi is driving.

He is driving fast.

Dan tells Avi: ...

You have to slow down a little.
He says that the Israelis ...
drive too fast.

At the restaurant the waiter says: ...
Good evening.

Dan asks Avi: ...

What do you want to drink?
Avi says that he ...

wants to drink beer.

Dan tells the waiter: ...

One beer for him ...

and a glass of wine for me please.

11
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Lesson One with Diacritics

ATYPRI 2100 17
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Lesson Two with Diacritics
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Lesson Two

JNUN OY A5V 3TN )T
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Lesson Three

19N YN AN
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Lesson Two Translations

Dan is speaking on the phone with his wife.

Hello Ruth, how are things? (literally, “What is
heard?”)

How are the children?

Is everything OK at home?
At my place everything is OK.
My sister Ela ...

rented a car.

And we are going to Haifa ...
on Sunday.

I have a meeting there.

After the meeting ...

we’ll go to see the town.
There’s a lot ...

what to see in Haifa.

We’ll go to visit ...

the Bahai Gardens.

Then we’ll go ...

to drink coffee ...

at a café in the City Garden.
It’s a pity that you aren’t here!

14
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Lesson Three Translations

Avi and Rachel are in Haifa.
Avi asks Rachel:

Do you want to go ...

with me to a concert ...

on Wednesday in the evening?
When does the concert begin?
The concert begins ...

at half past eight.

I’'m sorry, ...

on Wednesday evening ...

[ can’t.

But maybe we ...

can go to the cinema ...

on Thursday evening?

The film begins ...

at a quarter past nine.

So before the movie ...

we can drink ...

a glass of coffee together?

At a café at the City Garden?

16



Lesson Five
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Lesson Four Translations

Dan and Ruth are playing tennis.
This week on Sunday ...

Dan is playing tennis ...

from a quarter to ten ...

until a quarter past eleven.

On Monday morning, ...

Ruth plays tennis, ...

from half past eight ...

until nine.

On Tuesday at noon, ...

Dan plays tennis ...

from twelve ...

until one.

On Wednesday in the afternoon, ...
Ruth plays ...

from a quarter to three, ...

until a quarter past four.

On Thursday and on Friday, ...
Dan plays tennis in the evening.

On Saturday they don’t play.

18
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Lesson Six
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Lesson Five Translations

Dan is looking for a post office.
Dan doesn’t write many letters.
But, he wants to send ...

a few postcards.

He goes by car to town ...

to look for a post office.
Excuse me madam, ...

Can you help me please?

I am looking for a post office.
Yes sir, there is a post office ...
not far from here.

First go straight ahead, ...

and then ...

the first turn to the right.

No, I'm sorry ...

the first turn to the left.

I think that there ...

on the right side ...

there is a post office.

Thank you very much ma’am!
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Lesson Seven
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Lesson Six Translations

David wants to buy books.

David asks Ela ...

Do you want to go with me ...

to buy books?

Yes, gladly!

When do you want to leave?

Let’s go now on foot.

But, first I have ...

to exchange dollars.

Do you know where there is a bank?
There is a bank, not far from here.
Then let’s go to the bank (by car, train, bus, etc.)
How about ...

that we go there on foot?

Oh! The bank is closed now!

So when is the bank open?

I think that it is open ...

from four in the afternoon ...

until half past six.

OK, so let’s go in a little while.

22
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Lesson Eight
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Lesson Seven Translations

At the bookstore.

Hello sir, ...

may I help you?

Yes, thank you, I’'m looking for ...
a book about Israel.

But in English please.

And another one in Hebrew.
Here you are please, two books.
How much is it?

Eighty-nine shekels...

and another seventy-five.

One moment, [ want to buy ...
also a book for ...

my little youngest daughter.
How old is she?

She 1s fourteen.

Yes, here, we have ...

an interesting book for her.
That’s thirty-six shekels.

Thank you, here are two hundred shekels.

24
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Lesson Nine
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Lesson Eight Translations

Avi is going (literally, “going out”) on vacation.
Dan, I'm going on vacation.

Really Avi? When?

Next week.

I want to visit ...

my children in America.

Where do they live?

The daughter lives in New York ...
and the son lives in Boston.

Are you flying straight to America?
No, first I fly to London, ...

and then from there ...

I fly to New York.

After a week I’'m going ...

to Boston by train.

How old is your son?

He’s twenty-three.

He’s a student at the university there.
And the daughter also is a student.

So have a good trip!

26
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Lesson Ten
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Lesson Nine Translations

The family of Gad.

My name is Gad Oren.

My wife’s name is Miriam.

My oldest daughter’s name is Rachel.
She’s twenty-one years old.

She’s a student at Haifa University.
Our son Yarden, ...

he too is a student ...

at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem.
He is nineteen years old.

We live in Haifa.

Our address is ...

Moria Street forty-one.

Opposite our house, ...

there are a post office and also a bank.
Near the house ...

on the right side, ...

there’s a good restaurant.

There is good food there.

But we eat at home!

28
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Lesson Eleven
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Lesson Ten Translations

David needs a doctor.
Ela, I need a doctor.
Do you know a good doctor?

Yes, I can help you.

The name of the doctor that I know is ...

Dr. Boaz Ran.

He lives on Sderot Hanasi ...
and his office is there too.
How does one get to Sderot Hanasi?
Here, I have a map here.

Can you show me on the map?
Look, go straight here, ...

then a turn to the right, ...
again straight, ...

and a turn to the left.

The doctor’s house is there ...
on the right.

Thanks. Is there also there ...

a pharmacy?

Of course, near the doctor’s house.

30
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Lesson Twelve
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Lesson Eleven Translations

Ela is phoning David.

Hello David, what are you doing ...
tomorrow evening?

I don’t know yet.

Why do you ask?

Because tomorrow is a holiday, ...
and you’re not working.

Ela, also the shops ...

are closed on the holiday?

Yes, and also there are no buses.
So I can come ...

to take you to our place on foot.
Thanks but it isn’t necessary.

You don’t live far ...

from my hotel, ...

and I know how to walk to you.
At what time do I come?

Do you want to come to us ...

for dinner at seven o’clock?

Great! See you tomorrow!

32



Lesson Thirteen with Diacritics
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Lesson Twelve Translations

Ela and Dan are talking on the phone.
Hello Dan, how are things?

I’'m OK, and you?

I and the children are all right.
What are you doing this week?
This week I'm working.

But on the weekend ...

I’m going on vacation.

And I’m going to Boston.

Yes? It’s a shame that I’'m not ...
there with you!

What are you doing ...

next weekend?

I don’t know yet.

Last week I went to Haifa ...

but next weekend ...

I’'m staying in Tel Aviv.

If the weather is good (literally, “if the
weather will be good”) ...

maybe I'll fly to Eilath.

Great! So have a good trip!
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Lesson Thirteen Translations

the airport

the terminal

gate

arrivals

departures

the flight

on time

delayed

cancelled

domestic flights
international flights
information

the customs

the police

restrooms [men’s / women’s]|
shop

duty-free

luggage

public transportation

car rental
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Lesson Thirteen: At the Airport
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Lesson Fourteen: At a Restuarant
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Lesson Fourteen with Diacritics
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Lesson Fifteen with Diacritics
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Lesson Fourteen Translations

1. A table for two.
2. Isit possible to receive the menu?
3. self-service
4. Dbeverages
5. first course
6. soup
7. humus
8. vegetarian food
9. main course

10. chicken

11. lamb chops

12. fish

13.  dessert

14. knife

15. fork

16. spoon

17. teaspoon

18. napkin

19. tip included

20. The bill please.
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Lesson Fifteen Translations

tissues

aspirin

eye drops

toothpaste

a toothbrush

dental floss

soap

razor

shaving cream

comb

brush

shampoo

deodorant

adhesive bandages

antiseptic

antacid (lit. “medicine against heart burn”)
vitamins

cough syrup

sun screen (literally, “protection cream”)

body lotion
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Lesson Fifteen: At a Pharmacy
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Lesson Sixteen: Medical
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Lesson Sixteen with Diacritics
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Lesson Seventeen with Diacritics
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Lesson Sixteen Translations

Help!

Call an ambulance!
emergency medical service
all night pharmacy
emergency room

hospital

I don’t feel well (literally, “I no feel good.”)
I'm sick.

My back hurts.

I have a headache.

doctor (m /1)

nurse (m/f)

prescription

medicine

tests

X-ray

medical insurance

It’s going to pass.

It’s not serious.

Don’t worry. (m/ f)
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Lesson Seventeen Translations

the head

the eyes

the ears

the throat

the shoulders

the arms

the elbows

wrist (literally, “joint of the hand”)
the hands

the fingers

palm of the hand
the fingernails

chest

the stomach

pelvis

the hips or the waist
the legs

the knees

the ankles

the feet
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Lesson Seventeen: Parts of the Body
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Lesson Eighteen: Shopping
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Lesson Eighteen with Diacritics
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Lesson Nineteen with Diacritics
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Lesson Eighteen Translations

How about doing some shopping? (addressing more
than one person)

department store

shopping mall

boutique

clothes

souvenirs

Can I help you?

No, thanks, I’'m just looking (m/f).
Do you have it in black?
What size?

How much is it?

Are you open tomorrow?

I’d like to try this on. (m/f).
I’m going to take it.

Do you accept ...

traveler’s checks ...
credit/debit card?

Could you ... (m/f)

wrap it for me?

It’s a gift.
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Lesson Nineteen Translations

branch

to open an account
checking account
saving account
deposit

to deposit money
withdrawal

withdraw money
interest

fee, service charge
amount

official exchange rate
to borrow

to fill out a form

to write a check (m/f)
Please sign here.
ATM

bills

some coins

cash
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Lesson Nineteen: At a Bank
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Lesson Twenty: Weather
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Lesson Twenty with Diacritics
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Lesson Twenty Translations

It’s hot. / It’s cold.

It’s pleasant / It’s cool.

It’s dry. / It’s damp.

bright day

It’s cloudy.

It’s windy.

It’s foggy.

thunderstorm

heat wave

hazy

sunrise

sunset

clear skies

partly cloudy

It’s raining.

It’s snowing.

What’s the weather forecast?
to the north / to the south (re. wind)
to the east / to the west

What magnificent weather!

58



