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To learn a language is to have one more window

from which to look at the world. .
Chinese proverb
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Mandarin

Mandarin Chinese, also known as Standard
Chinese or Modern Standard Mandarin, is the sole
official language of China and Taiwan, and one of the
four official languages of Singapore. Although there
are eight major Chinese dialects, Mandarin is native to
approximately 70% of the population. Chinese who
are educated through at least the primary grades
speak Mandarin as well as the local dialects. However,
due to the size of China and the ethnic diversity of
its inhabitants, hundreds of other dialects are spoken
in different areas. The dialects spoken today are
based more on geography than on ethnicity. For
instance, residents of Shanghai will speak Wu, and
in some parts of China, particularly the central and
southern areas, official business is transacted in the
locally dominant language. Although people from
different parts of China generally do not understand
one another's spoken language, they all use Mandarin
characters (hanzi) for writing.

Today's Mandarin is closely based on "northern
speech” which was the lingua franca of the ruling
class, spoken in Beijing, the capital during the Ming
and Qing Dynasties. After the Nationalists overthrew
the Qing Dynasty in 1912, government officials at
first considered creating a new "national language"
by adopting a mixture of dialects, but in the end it
was decided to retain Mandarin as the "National
Language.” The Communists, who defeated the
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Nationalists in 1949, continued this policy, but they
changed the name and coined the term pu tong
hua, or "common speech,” for “Mandarin.” This is
the word for Mandarin used throughout mainland
China. In Hong Kong, however, as in Taiwan and
most overseas communities, guo yu, the older term,
continues to be used.

Pronunciation of the national language differs
slightly geographically, and there are some significant
regional vocabulary differences. The Nationalists,
whose capital was the southern city of Nanjing, were
influenced by southern dialects, primarily Cantonese.
The Communists, whose capital is Beijing, were
influenced by "northern speech.”

Pictographs

It is commonly thought that every Chinese
character is a picture, or "pictograph,” but only a
few hundred of the several thousand characters are
true pictographs. However, most of these are now
written in such a way that it is difficult to immediately
guess their meaning. There is also a very small group
of characters called ideographs or ideograms, which
represent ideas or objects directly. All other Chinese
characters are combinations of these pictographs
and basic ideographs.
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Traditional and Simplified Script

In 1949 China's new government considered
instituting an alphabet in place of the traditional
characters, as a refutation of traditional or "feudal”
culture. Instead, they decided to simplify the
existing characters by reducing the number of
strokes necessary to create them. By 1964, a list of
2,200 simplified characters was created for use as
a modified script. Further simplification was briefly
adopted, then abandoned, at the end of the Cultural
Revolution in 1977.

Presently, simplified characters are used in
mainland China and Singapore, although there
is a movement for the restoration of traditional
characters, especially in southern China. Hong Kong,
Taiwan, and many overseas Chinese communities
continue to use the traditional characters.

Pinyin Transliteration

In Level 3 you will continue practicing reading-
pinyin. It's the official phonetic system for tran-
scribing pronunciations of the Chinese characters
into a Latin alphabet, and will give you a way to
"read” an approximation of the sounds in written
form. In China it's often used in elementary schools
as a first step toward learning to read. It is also
used to alphabetically order dictionary entries, and

3
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it is used for entering Chinese text into computers
as well as communicating via email and text mes-
saging. In many large cities, street signs are often
displayed in both Chinese characters and pinyin to
aid foreign visitors.

Readings

There are twenty Reading Lessons in all.
Although the pinyin alphabet may appear similar
to the Latin alphabet, the sounds of some letters in
pinyin are quite different. You will learn to sound
out the pinyin starting with individual letters, then
letter combinations, words, then word combinations
and short phrases, building in length until you will
be sounding out complete sentences. Keep in
mind that learning to read pinyin is not the same
as learning to read the Chinese characters, hanzi.
These lessons are designed to give you an easy
way to "read" the Chinese sounds; the Simplified
Chinese characters are displayed as well.

Feel free to repeat each Reading Lesson until
you feel comfortable proceeding to the next. With
a little effort, you will be astonished at how quickly
you are able to sound out the Mandarin words. A
pronunciation chart is included which is for reference
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only, however, as all the information you need to do
the readings is contained in the audio.

Although translations are included, the meanings
at this point are secondary, and we recommend
that you look at them only after first attempting to
sound out the phrases with Mandarin pronunciation.
Each item has been selected especially to give you
practice in the tones, the sounds, and the sound
combinations. You should read aloud, as directed,
which will help to lodge the sounds in your memory.
Before long you will be reading pinyin aloud without
an American accent.

Tonality

Chinese is a tonal language. This means that in
addition to the sounds of the consonants and vowels,
the tone with which a syllable is pronounced helps to
determine its meaning. The Chinese languages are
almost exclusively made up of one-syllable words,
composed of an initial consonant sound followed by
the syllable's main vowel, sometimes in combination
with another consonant or vowel. Longer words do
exist, but almost all are compound words, formed by
combining one-syllable words.



Mandarin Chinese 3

The tone is determined by the pronunciation
of the syllable's main vowel. Each tone has a name
which describes the motion of the sound: falling,
rising, or even. With the tones, several meanings can
be assigned to any one syllable. For example, when
pronounced using a falling-rising tone, the word nar
means "where.” However, when pronounced with
just a falling tone, it means “there."

There are four main tones used in speaking
Mandarin - high, rising, falling-rising, falling - and
a fifth, referred to as a soft or neutral tone. This last
tone is used for the second syllable in a set of doubled
characters, as well as for the final syllable (or question
word) at the end of a query. This neutral tone doesn't
have a marker. For example, in the questions, ni ne?
(How about you?) and hao ma? (OK?), the syllables ne
and ma are pronounced using this soft, falling sound,
as if the sound is fading away. Here is an example of
one word with different meanings depending on the
tone with which it is pronounced:

« 1st tone: high shi (poem)

« 2nd tone: rising shi (ten or time)
« 3rd tone: falling-rising shi’ (history)

« 4th tone: falling shi (to be)
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There are tonal markers to indicate the tones of
the vowels. In these lessons, we will include them
for the four tones above the vowels they affect. Pay
close attention to the markers because they can
change the meaning of a word completely. It may
take a while before you hear the differences, and
we encourage you to repeat each lesson as often as
necessary, in order to both familiarize yourself with
the Mandarin sounds represented by the letters and
to practice the tones.

All tonal markers are placed above the single
vowels (a, 0, e, i, u, U). The chart that follows uses the
vowel "a" as an example.

Tone # English Name Marker
shown with "a"

1. High-level tone - Starts with
normal vocal range of the a
speaker and stays even.

2. Rising tone - Starts at

normal vocal range, then a
rises up.

3. Falling-rising tone - Starts 5
at normal vocal range, then a
falls down and rises up.

4, Falling tone - Starts at .
normal vocal range, then a

falls down.
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In Mandarin the absence of a tonal marker above a
vowel, as in "a," indicates a neutral tone. This neutral
tone starts with a slightly soft sound and is shorter
than the sounds of the tones listed above.

Tone Change or Tone Sandhi

Although each Chinese syllable standing alone
has a specific tone, in the flow of speech the tone of
a syllable can change depending on the tone of the
following syllable. In some Chinese dialects, tone
change is common, and there are complex rules
governing it. In contemporary Mandarin, however,
it is less common than in other dialects, and there
are only a few rules to remember. The first governs
falling-rising or 3'd tones when they are spoken in
sequence:

1. When two falling-rising or 3 tones occur
together, the first falling-rising tone becomes
a rising, or 2nd tone. The second remains a
falling-rising or 3'd tone. For example, "very"
and "good" are both falling-rising, 3@ tones
by themselves, but when spoken together as
hen hao, the first word changes to a rising or
2nd tone, while the second keeps its original
falling-rising, 39 tone.
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2. When three falling-rising tones are spoken one
after the other, the first two become rising or
2nd tones, while the third remains a falling-
rising tone.

3. When four falling-rising tones occur one after
the other, the first three change to rising or 2nd
tones, while the fourth remains a falling-rising
or 3 tone.

In contemporary Mandarin, tone change is also
associated with two specific characters. The first of
these is yi (one).

1. When itis by itself or at the end of aword it is a
high level or 15t tone.

2. When yi comes before a falling or 4th tone, it
changes to a rising or 2"d tone, for example, yi
(2nd) yue (4th) ("one month").

3. When yi comes before any of the three
remaining tones (high, rising, or falling-rising), it
changes to a falling or 4th tone.

The second character associated with tone change
in contemporary Mandarin is bu ("no" or "not").
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1. When bu stands alone, it is a falling or 4th tone.

2. It changes to a rising or 2"d tone only when it
comes before another falling or 4th tone.

3. When combined with the 2nd and 3rd tones, bu
remains a falling tone.

The various tone changes occur in speech only. In
writing, the original tone is retained. In time, these
changes will become automatic and natural.

Pinyin Pronunciation Chart
(Where no sound is indicated, the sound matches English)

Letter Sound
a “a" in "father"
b
C “ts" in "boots"
ch “ch"in "church"
d
e “ir'" in "girl"
f
g |"g"in"go"
h

10
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Letter Sound

i "ee" as in "feet" but after "r" sounds like
the "ir" in "shirt"

J

k

|

m

n

o "o"in "no"

p

q “ch" in “cheese"

r "r'" asin "war" or “run" (before an "i" it
sounds somewhere between an "r" and "j"
or the "s" in "leisure")

s "s" asin "seed"

sh “sh" as in "shine"

t

U "o0" as in "boot"

U similar to the "u" sound in "you"

X the sound in between "s" and "sh"

W

y "y"asin "yes"

z “ds" as in "lads"

zh “j"asin "jam"

1
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Letter Sound Combinations
ai "eye"
ei "ay" in "say"
ao “ow" in "how"
ou “o" in "dough"
ia "ee-ya"
ie "ee-yeah"
i "ee-00"
va “wa" like the end of "aqua"
uo "wo" in "won't"
ve “u" in "you" followed by the sound "e" - "ee"
iao like "meow"
iou (iu) | "eew"
vai “"why"
vei (ui) | "way"
an “un" in "until"
en “en" in "hen"
in "een" in "seen"
un "une" in "tune"
ang "ong" in "song"
eng | "ung"in "sung"
ing "ing" in "sing"
ong | like "long," except with the “o" pronounced
uohn
ian "yan"

12
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Letter Sound Combinations
van "wan"
uen | similar to "one"
(un)
van | "u"in "you" plus "an"
iang | "young"

iong | "yong," with the "o" pronounced "oh"

vang | "wong"

veng | like "wor" in "work," plus an “ng" at the end

er sounds like "are," but is usually linked to
the previous word to form an "er" sound

13







'\)_l—l_\_l_l_l_l_l_‘—l
© 0 ® NO U kF WM = O

W N RN

Mandarin Chinese 3

Lesson One

gui lin

sti zhou yuan lin

li jiang gl chéng

gu lang yu

zhang jia jie

dayanta

shan hai guan

l6ng mén shi ki

diin huang bi hua

chéng dé bi shti shan zhuang
zhong gud da fan dian
xiang gé Ii 1a jit dian

jia ri jit dian

kai yué jit dian

wan hao jiti dian

Xi 1ai déng jit dian

ni xiang qu zhong gud ma?
wo féi chang xiang qu.

wo qu mai ji piao.

ni qu ding jit dian.
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Lesson One Translations

Guilin, a tourist attraction in Guangxi Province
Suzhou gardens

Lijiang Old Town, a tourist attraction in
Yunnan Province

a famous island in Fujian Province
a tourist attraction in Hunan Province

Giant Wild Goose Pagoda, a tourist attraction in
Shaanxi Province

Shanhai pass, the Eastern pass of the Great Wall in
Hebei Province

Longmen Grottoes, a tourist attraction in
Henan Province

Dunhuang Frescoes, a tourist attraction in
Gansu Province

Chengde Mountain Resort, also referred to as
Rehe Imperial Palace in Hebei Province

China World Hotel in Beijing
Shangri-La Hotel

Holiday Inn®

Hyatt Hotel®

Marriott Hotel®

Sheraton Hotel®

Do you want to go to China?

I really want to go.

I'm going to buy airplane tickets.
You'll book a hotel.

16
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Lesson Two

It you tuan

dao you

yu ding

wang shang yu ding
jing dian

ming sheng gu ji

si miao

ta

ting tai Iou gé
gong yuan

féng jing

zhén méi a!

Xit xi yi xia.

méi shi

péng you men hao!
wo shi ddo you.
ging gén wo lai.
zhé bian z0u.

ging kan yuan chu.
zht 10 td ya kuai!
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Lesson Two Translations

tour group
tour guide
reservation
online booking

tourist attractions

places of historic interest and scenic beauty

temple

pagoda

pavilions, terraces, open halls, and towers

park

scenery

So beautiful!

Take a break.
gourmet food

Hello friends!

I'm the tour guide.
Please follow me.
Walk this way.
Please look far away.

Wish you a pleasant trip!

18
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Lesson Three

ge wei chéng k¢, ...
ging zhu yi.

zhong dian zhan ...
jiu yao dao le.

ging na hao ...

zi ji de wu pin, ...
zhUn béi xia ché.
zhuan ché

ging dao fu wu tai.
yue tai

hud ché wu dian le.
qu béi jing de ...
hang ban ...

an shi qi féi.

zhuan ji

qing dao déng ji kou.
ging wen, ta zai jiang
shén me?

ta zai jiang ...

chéng ji zhu yi shi xiang.

a0, shi zheé yang.
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Lesson Three Translations

Dear passengers, ...

attention please.

The final destination ...

is coming up soon.

Please pick up ...

your luggage, ...

be ready to get off the train.
transfer to another train/bus
Please come to the service desk.
platform

The train is delayed.

To Beijing's ...

flight ...

takeoff is on time.

transfer to another flight

Please go to the gate.

Excuse me, what is he talking about?
He is talking about ...

the rules of taking flight.

Oh, that's it.

20
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Lesson Four

ru kou

chi kdu

xun weén chu

ging wu X1 yan
ging wu ru néi

jin zhi ru nei

ting ché chang

zhu yi

dang xin hua dié
qing pai dui.

qian tai jie dai
déng ji jin ru.

wei shéng jian

nan wei shéng jian
nli wéi shéng jian
ging wen, hui yi shi
zai nar?

zai na bian.

jing guo ji€ dai shi.
mén kou you pai zi.

zhi dao le, xié xie ni.

21
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Lesson Four Translations

Entrance

Exit

Information Center
No Smoking

Please Do Not Enter
Do Not Enter
parking lot
Caution

Beware Slippery
Please line up.
reception

Register to enter.
restroom

Male Restroom

Female Restroom

Excuse me, where is the conference room?

It's over there.

Pass the reception room.
There is a sign by the door.
| got it, thank you.

22
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Lesson Five

jiao tong

fang xiang

xing rén

jido tong jing cha
rang

ting

jin zhi tong xing
jiao tong déng
héng déng

huang déng

It déng

zhuan wan déng
Xiang zud zhuan
xiang you zhuan
zhi xing

kai ché qu kai hui.
jido tong zhén yong ji.

zud zhuan déng liang le.

gai xiang zud zhuan.
zao gao, kai cuo Iu le!
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Lesson Five Translations

traffic

direction

pedestrian

traffic control officers

Yield

Stop

Do Not Enter

traffic light

red light

yellow light

green light

turn signal light

to turn left

to turn right

to go straight

() will drive to the meeting.
Traffic is very heavy.

The left turn signal light is on.
Should turn left.

Oops, we're on the wrong way!

24
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Lesson Six

dan hua tang

lidng ban hai dai si
xido léng tang bao
ging chdo cai miao
gong bao ji ding
hui guo rou

ma po dou fu
cong bao nid rou
bi sa bing

san ming zhi

han bao bao

shu tido

zha ji tul

ké kou ké le

Xué bi

zhong gué fan zhén hao chi.

wo ging ke.

wo mai dan.

bu hao yi si, ...
rang ni po féi le.
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Lesson Six Translations

egg drop soup

seaweed salad

steamed mini juicy pork buns
sautéed baby bok choy

kung pao chicken

twice cooked pork

Mapo tofu

beef with onion and green scallion
pizza

sandwich

hamburger

French fries

fried chicken legs

Coca Cola®

Sprite®

Chinese food is really delicious.
My treat.

I'll pay the bill.

I'm sorry, ...

to let you spend for me.

26
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Lesson Seven

ni hao! wo shi st gé lin.

TRIF | FRTIEIR

hén gao xing jian dao ni.
R AR o

wo jiao wang hua.

TR0 F Ak,

ni shi xin 1ai de?

RREHT R 2

shi de. wo shi liang tian gian dao béi jing de.
o AW KETE LR
wo shi cdng bo shi dun 13i de.
P P I SR 7 o

w0 jiang yao zai zhong guod ...
ok AP ..

shang yi nian xué.

bz,

wo hai méi yu jian ...
RIEVFB I, ...

hén duo rén.

RE Ao

méi wen ti.

Bl

27
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w0 hui bang zhu ni de.

HaH BRI o

woO yé shi xué sheng.

w0 zheng zai hé ka féi ...
FAELEMRIINE- -

hé chi dian xin.

FHZ R0 o

ni xiang yao dian shén me ma?
RAEEE S A A2

qing géi wo yao yi béi cha.
THATRE AR

wo hai yao yi fenr bao zi shi shi.
T E— 7 LTk

Xie xie ni yuan yi bang zhu wo.
R E AR B K

bu ke gi. ni hui Xi huan zhé li de.
AESo WX R

28
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Lesson Seven Translations

Hello! I'm Sue Green.

Pleased to meet you.

I'm Wang Hua.

You're new here?

Yes. | arrived two days ago in Beijing.
I'm from Boston.

I will be in China ...

a year for school.

| haven't yet met ...

many people.

No problem.

I'll help you.

I'm a student too.

I'm having coffee ...

and some pastry.

Would you like something?

Tea for me, please.

And I'll try a steamed bun.

Thank you for offering to help me.

Not at all. You'll like it here.
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Lesson Eight

tu shi guan
guan I yuan
jie shi

huan shi

jié shi ka

jiao ké shi
wén yi sh ji
Xido shud

za zhi

bao kan

hua bao

ér tong du wu
zi dian

can kao shi
bai ké quan shi
wo0 xiang jie ...
zhe bén sh.
hao de.

qing zai liang zhou hou ...

huan hui lai.
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Lesson Eight Translations

library

librarian

borrow book(s)

return book(s)

library card(s)
textbook(s)

book(s) of literature and art
novel(s)

magazine(s)
newspaper(s)

illustrated magazine(s)
children's book(s)
dictionary(ies)

reference book(s)
encyclopedia(s)

| want to borrow ...

this book.

All right.

Please after two weeks ...

return it.
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Lesson Nine

qi chuang

shua ya

Xi lian

chi zao fan

h& nid nai

shang xué

shang ban

fang xué

Xia ban

Zuo zuo ye

du shu

Xi téu

Xi zao

shui jiao

jin tian shi xid xi ri.
ké yi zuo yi dun ...
hdo chi de fan.

tai hao le!

w0 xiang chi jido zi.

na jiu yi qi lai zuo ba.
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Lesson Nine Translations

get up

brush teeth

wash face

have breakfast

drink milk

go to school

go to work

To dismiss students at the end of the school day
to get off work

do homework

read books

wash hair

take a shower or bath
sleep

Today is a rest day.

| can make a ...
delicious meal.

Great!

| want to eat dumplings.

Then let's make them together.
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Lesson Ten

ri chang yong pin
jing zi

hu fi shuang
mao zi

wéi jin

yU san

shéu ti bao
yan jing

zhao xiang ji
zhao pian

IU xiang

rli

xian hua

jiu

zi xing ché

qi ché

gai chi mén le.

w0 zhdo bl dao shou ji le.

gan kuai qu zhao.
a0, zai béi bao |i.

34

H % H
Bir

Al

i+

1y

Fiet

iEE5

HRAZ AL

A

1%

H b

(i

]

HAT

HE
HHITT
HEABFILT .
AP R

R, e



M_\—l_\_l_l_l_l_\_‘—l
© 0 ® NO U kF WM = O

W N RN

Mandarin Chinese 3

Lesson Ten Translations

daily necessities
mirror

skin lotion

hat

scarf

umbrella

handbag

eyeglasses

camera

photo

video

calendar

fresh flowers

alcohol (all types)
bicycle

car

We should leave now.
| can't find my cellphone.
Hurry and find it.

Oh, it was in my backpack.
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Lesson Eleven

gan jué

bao le

ele

ké le

bu ké

&

kun

Xi huan

bu xi huan

gao xing

nan guo

zhao ji

bu ji

ni men qu nar le?
qu pa le shan.

ni xi huan pa shan ma?
w0 hén xi huan.
l&i bu l&i?

tian gi hénre, ...
wo te bié lei.
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Lesson Eleven Translations

to feel or have feelings
full after eating
hungry

thirsty

not thirsty

tired

sleepy

like

don't like

happy

sad

worried

not worried

Where did you go?
We went hiking.

Do you like hiking?

| like it very much.

Are you tired?

The weather was very hot, ...
I am VERY tired.
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Lesson Twelve

ai hao

kan dian ying

kan xi

ting yin yue hui

chang gé

tiao wu

Xia qi

tang gang gin

la xido ti gin

chut di zi

gi ma

pao bu

da pai qgiu

da ping pang qid

ni you shén me ai hao?
w0 xi huan da wang qid.
ni ne?

wo yé xi huan.

Xian zai zhéng hao

you kong.

zan men qu lian lian, zén
me yang?

tai hao le! zou!
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Lesson Twelve Translations

hobbies

watch movies

watch plays

go to concerts

singing

dancing

play chess

play piano

play violin

play Chinese flute

horseback riding

running

play volleyball

play ping-pong / table tennis

What kind of hobbies do you have?

| like to play tennis. How about you?
| also like it.

It's the break time now.

Let's go to practice. What do you think?
That's great! Let's go.
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Lesson Thirteen

gua féng

da wu

bing bao

tian qgi ging lang

wi yun man tian

ging zhuan yin

gi wén xia jiang

gi wén shéng gao

men re

ging féng

Iéng juan féng

hong shui

gan han

kong qi wi ran

jin tian shi ging tian.
dan xia wl hui zhuan yin.
hai néng guang jié ma?
méi wen ti.

bu hui xia yu.

na wo men zOu ba.
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Lesson Thirteen Translations

windy

foggy

hail

a clear day

very cloudy

from sunny turning to cloudy
temperature falls
temperature rises

humid and hot

breeze

tornado

flood

drought

air pollution

Today is a sunny day.

But it will turn cloudy in the afternoon.
Can we still go shopping?
No problem.

It will not rain.

Then let's go.
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Lesson Fourteen

jiér

yuan dan

chin jié

Xin nian

ging rén jié

ging ming jié

duan wu jié

zhong qiu jié

guo qing jié

mu qin jié

fu gin jié

sheéng dan jié

shéng ri

ging shéng hui

han If

jié hin ji nian ri

wo yao guo shéng ri le.
zhu ni shéng ri kuai l&!
xie xie. qing lai can jia
pai dul.

Xxie xie yao qing. wo yi
ding qu.
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Lesson Fourteen Translations

holiday

New Year's Day

Chinese New Year

first day of the New Year

Valentine's Day

Chinese Memorial Day

Dragon Boat Festival (May fifth of lunar calendar)

August Moon Festival (August 15th of
lunar calendar)

National Day

Mother's Day

Father's Day

Christmas

birthday

birthday party

wedding

anniversary

My birthday is coming up.
Happy Birthday!

Thank you. Please come to my birthday party.

Thank you for the invitation. | will definitely go.
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Lesson Fifteen

han yu

fang yan

zhong wén

Xiang xing wén zi
shi fa

guo hua

gu shi ci

jing ju

ci xiu

jian zhi

mi jit

léng jing cha

tai ji quan

min gé

da xidng mao

wu shi zi

qgi pao

zhong guo you ...
shu bu ging de ...
nan dong de fang yan.
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Lesson Fifteen Translations

Mandarin Chinese

dialect(s)

Chinese language
pictograph, hieroglyph
calligraphy

traditional Chinese painting
ancient Chinese poetry
Peking Opera

embroidery

Chinese paper-cutting art
rice wine

Longjing tea

tai chi (a type of martial arts)
folk songs

giant panda

lion dance

cheongsam, traditional Chinese dress
China has ...

uncountable ...

dialects that are hard to understand.
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Lesson Sixteen

chuan tong
feng shul

shi er shéng xiao
chang é bén yue

nid 1ang zhi nd

si ma guang za gang
kong rong rang li

kong zi

ru jia si xiang
lao zi

dao jia si xiang
chao dai

gin chao

ging chao

qgin shi huang

suin zhong shan
zhong gud de i shi ...

you wu gian dud nian.

jinglile ...

xU duod chao dai.
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Lesson Sixteen Translations

tradition

feng shui

Chinese Zodiac

Chang'e Flew to the Moon (Chinese legend)

The Cowherd and the Weaving Maid
(Chinese legend)

Sima Guang Smashed a Water Vat (an ancient
Chinese story)

Kong Rong Gave Up the Biggest Pear (an ancient
Chinese story)

Confucius

Confucianism

Lao-tzu

Taoism

dynasty

Qin Dynasty

Qing Dynasty

Qin Shi Huang (the first emperor of the
Qin Dynasty)

Sun Yat-sen (a revolutionary and political leader
of modern China)

Chinese history ...

has more than five thousand years.
It has gone through ...

many dynasties.
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Lesson Seventeen

chéng yu

ché shui ma léng
shan ging shui xiu
giao dué tian gong
i lidn wang fan

méi Iun méi huan

yi Il xiang dai

lido ra zhi zhang

yan yu

gian I zhi xing, ...
shi yu zu xia.

yu su zé bu da.

bai wén bu ra yi jian.
gian i sobng é mao, ...
I ging qing yi zhong.

mai mai bu chéng rén yi zai.

shéng ju mu duan, ...
shui di shi chuan.
song jan gian i, ...
zhong xd yi bié.
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Lesson Seventeen Translations

idioms

incessant stream of horses and carriages —
heavy traffic bustling with noise

green hills and clear water — picturesque scenery
superb workmanship / excelling nature

linger on and forget to return

magnificent

treat someone with due respect

know something like the palm of one's hand
proverbs

A thousand-mile journey, ...

is started by taking the first step.

More haste, less speed.

Seeing for oneself is a hundred times better than
hearing from others.

Send swan feather from a thousand miles away -
the giftis light ...

but the goodwill is deep: a small gift with
great meaning.

Business is off, but the friendship (benevolence) is
always on.

Little strokes fell great oaks, ...

dripping water wears through a stone.
Accompany a guest a thousand miles,

and yet there is bound to be a parting at last.
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Lesson Eighteen

yOu hao

re ging

hao ké

hao qi

kuan réng

zhéng zhi

you zhi

zhu rén

qgin ldo

yong gan

chi ku

nai lao

cong ming

you mo

ni qu guo zhong gud.
wo hén hao qi, ...
nalide...

rén men you hao ma?
féi chang you hdo, ...
hai hén hao ke.
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Lesson Eighteen Translations

friendly
enthusiastic
hospitable

curious

tolerant

upright / integrity
ambitious

helpful

hard working

brave

hardship

enduring hardships
smart

humor / humorous
You went to China.
I'm wondering, ...
over there ...

are people friendly?
Very friendly, ...

and very hospitable.

51



M_\—l_\_l_l_l_l_\_‘—l
© 0 ® NO U kF WM = O

W N RN

Mandarin Chinese 3

Lesson Ninteen

jié hin

fuq

ying ér

ér tong

ging shao nian
you ér yuan
xido xué
zhong xué
Xué yin yue
xué méi shu
Zuo you xi

you lé chang
jiao yu

hai zi ji sui le?
wu sui le.

0, gai shang xué le.

shi a, ké wo hai xiang ...

péi ta wanr ne.
Xian zai de hai zi ...
tai jiao gui.
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Lesson Nineteen Translations

get married

husband and wife

infant(s)

young child(ren)
teenager(s) / adolescent(s)
nursery / day care
elementary school

middle school and high school
learning music

learning arts

playing games

playground

education

How old is your child?

Five years old.

Oh, he will go to school.
Yeah, but | still want to ...
accompany him to play.
Today's children are ...

too delicate.
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Lesson Twenty

gu shi hoy, ...

yOu yi gé xido hadi,...
jiao st ma guang.

ta hé péng you men ...
yi gi wan shua shi, ...
yi wéi xido péng you ...
diaojinle ...

chéng shui de da gang.
kuai yao yan si le.

da jia dou hén hai p3, ...

dan bu zhi dao ...
gai zén me ban.
ta hén chén zhud,
na qgi da shi tou ...
ba gang za po.
shui lit cha 13i,
péng you dé jiu le.
da jia zan yang ta,
ji ydng gan ...

you cong ming.

54

W, ..
A=Ay
M =]

R FTAAT ..
—EDUER, ...
—fNA ..
HHET ..
VNP RS
PREGHEIL T o

REHIREM, ...

{EARKIE ...
HEATN
ARVLE,
ERKAK ..
FEHLAMR A o
KR,
JARARHT .
RFE Bttt
BEZE L ...
SCHERH



M_\—l_\_l_l_l_l_\_‘—l
© 0 ® NO U kF WM = O

W N RN

Mandarin Chinese 3

Lesson Twenty Translations

In ancient times, ...

there was a little child, ...
called Sima Guang.

When he and his friends ...
played together, ...

one of his friends ...

fell into ...

a big water vat.

He was drowning.
Everyone was very scared, ...
but didn't know ...

what to do.

He was very calm,

picked up a big stone ...
and broke the water vat.
The water flowed out,

and his friend was saved.
Everyone praised him,
that he was both brave ...

and smart.
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