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Introduction

As you know, Russian is written in the Cyrillic
alphabet. A full listing of the alphabet has been
included for your reference, beginning on page In
the Reading Lessons which follow, it is assumed that
you have completed the Reading Lessons included
in Russian 1. If you have, you will recognize the
letters of the Cyrillic alphabet, and you will be able
to reproduce the sounds they represent. If you have
not yet been introduced to the Cyrillic alphabet,
we suggest that you go back and begin with the
Readings from Russian 1.

In the reading lessons for Russian 2, you will
continue to practice the pronunciation of Cyrillic
letters and combinations of letters, as well as their use
in different words and contexts. You may remember
that stress in pronunciation can change the sound(s)
of Russian vowels, and even some consonants. As
there is no universal rule as to the stress and patterns
of stress with which each word is pronounced, we
have indicated where the stress is to be placed by
showing the stressed vowel(s) in boldface.

For those who are interested, an English trans-
lation of the words and sentences making up each
lesson has been provided immediately after the
page(s) containing the text for that lesson. You
may enjoy learning some new Russian vocabulary
after completing each lesson, but when doing the
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lessons, first use the text WITHOUT translation. It's
important that as you first read through each lesson,
you concentrate only on the recognition and pronun-
ciation of the Cyrillic. Also, the cues indicating stress
are found only on the page without translation.

There are twelve reading lessons for Russian 2.
These can all be found at the end of the program.
You can either do these Readings along with the
audio lessons ... for example, a new reading lesson
after every two or three lessons — or, if you find it
more convenient, you can do them all together after
completing the thirty lessons. Full instructions for the
Readings can also be found at the end of the program.
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Cyrillic Alphabet

The Cyrillic alphabet is comprised of 33 letters,
listed in order below, along with a guide to the
sounds represented by each letter. Many Russian
letters (mostly vowels, but also some consonants)
have more than one sound, depending on the
amount of stress given to the letter or its position in
the word. The examples listed below in the "Guide
to Pronunciation” are APPROXIMATE English equiva-
lents ... as in any language, the pronunciations will

Cyrillic Letter Guide to Pronunciation
(capital / small)

Aa a as in father when stressed; u(h) as
in mumps when unstressed

B6 b as in bet; p at the end of a word

BB v as in vandal: fat the end of a
word

r g as in gasoline; k at the end of a

word; sometimes v when in "r-o"
combination

an d as in deep; t at the end of a word

Ee ye as in yesterday when in the
beginning of the word; e as in ten in
all other cases

Ee yo as in yoga when in the
beginning of the word:; gno as in
gnocchi in all other cases
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Cyrillic Letter
(capital / small)

Guide to Pronunciation

KK zh as in the middle of the word
treasure

33 Z as in zoo; sometimes s at the end
of a word

M e as in eagle (when stressed); ias in
big when unstressed

17 y asin yes

Kk k as in Kafka

nn lasin Lenin

MM m as in Moscow

HH n as in next

Oo 0 as in more, but shorter (when
stressed); o as in ostrich (when
unstressed); sometimes u(h) (when
unstressed at the end of a word)

mn p as in Peter

Pp rolled r

Cc sasin so

TT tasintop

Yy 00 as in tool

dd fasin find

Xx aspirated h

L ts combination, as in pits
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Cyrillic Letter
(capital / small)

Guide to Pronunciation

Yy ch combination, as in cheese
LWw sh as in shoe
LU e, longer, softer sh sound
bb hard sign - indicates a slight pause
between syllables
blbl fast euh-ee combination
bb soft sign — makes the preceding
letter "soft" (e.g. p sound in pew.)
ick} e(h) as in extra
tOto yu as in youth when in the
beginning of the word ; fast ee-ou
combination, like -eau- in beauty
Aa ya as in yawn when in the

beginning of the word; i as in
liability when unstressed
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Ypok OguH

canat

caMas KpacuBas

Mosa MaMa caMas KpacuBas.
roe

[ne oHa XXMBET?

E€ cemba xxuna B Tyne.

B MockBe

A TO>KE >KM TaM.

paboThbl

Ka>kA bl AeHb

XOKKeM

caMbli

fl exan JOMoOM Ha MeTpo.
KPOKOAMN

MHorga 8 Xoaua NeLlKoM.
6/1MH
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Lesson One

salad

most beautiful (f.)

My mother is the most beautiful.
where

Where does she live?

Her family lived in Tula.

in Moscow

| also lived there. (m.)

work, "jobs" (pl. noun)

every day

hockey

most (m.)

| was going home on the subway.
crocodile

Sometimes | went for a walk.
Russian pancake
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Ypok Ba

TEéMHas HOYb

YeM 6bi ...

anTa

HU TeLMnIOCb

LM

LapMaHLLMK

LLIapMaHLLMK Urpan Ha LapMaHkKe.
FO>KHbIM

Al paboTato.

He 3eBai!

pyb6nen

Kasak

aTaMaH

aTaMaHOM bBygellb

Tepnu, Ka3ak, aTaMaHOM By aellb!
uanns

B LEHTP

NnoabeM

fl )XMBY B NoJbe3e HOMep NATb.
dunumH
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Lesson Two

dark night

However ...

a child

enjoys oneself in whatever way

cabbage soup

hand organist

The hand organist played the hand organ.
southern

| work.

Don't yawn!

rubles

Cossack (cavalry soldier)

(old Russian military rank ... as ‘Marshal’)
(an) Ataman (you) will be

Have patience, Cossack, you will be an Ataman!
heron

to downtown

ascent

| live in unit number five.

owl

10
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Ypok Tpu

Jobpbi feHb, HaTalua,
MN3BUHUTE ...

yTO

[ONro

MN3BUHMUTE, YTO A TaK [lOJIFO He NMucasn BaM.
Y MeHSl o4eHb MHOro paboThl ...
MU ouveHb Mano BpeMeHMu.

910 npaepga!

He 6b1710 HUYEro HOBOTO.

A ceropHs ...

a1 4yMTan rasety ...

M y3Hasl, 4To ...

Bonra enapaer ...

B Kacnumckoe Mmope.
npeacrtaenaeTe

Bbl npepcTtasngaere?
MNepenuiimnTe, noxkanymcra.
Ceprem

N
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Lesson Three: A Note to Natasha

Good day, Natasha,
Excuse me ...

that

along time

Excuse me, that | haven't written you for
so long.

| have a lot of work ...
and very little time.
That's true!

There was nothing new.
But today ...

| was reading the newspaper ...
and learned that ...

the Volga runs ...

into the Caspian Sea.
imagine

(Can) you imagine?
Write back, please.
Sergei

12
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Lesson Three

[ob6pbin aeHb, HaTalwa,

VI3BVIHMT€, YTO A TaK AOJITO He MNMMNCaJl BaM.

Y MeHsl 04eHb MHOTO pPaboTbl M O4EeHb Maso
BPEMEHMU.
3710 npasga!l

He 6b110 HUYEro HoBOTroO. A cerogHa 9 YnTan raseTy
W y3Han, YTo Bonra Bnagaet B Kacnuickoe Mope.
Bbl npeacrtasngete?

MepenuwiunTe, NoXanymcrTa.

Ceprem

13
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Ypok YeTbipe

TaMOXKHS

TaMO>XXeHHasa aeknapaums
Baraxk U pydyHas Knagb
[lBa YyeMojaHa 1 cyMKa
MHOCTpPaHHaga BaskoTa
CLUA

ponnapbl CLLUA 1 eBpo
30/10TO 1 cepebpo
npeaMeTbl

npeaMeTbl CTapUHblI
opy>XMe M HapPKOTUKM
OTKpOUTE

OTKpOUTE ITOT YeMoJaH.
MoykanymcTa

Noka>kuTe BaLLy CyMKY.
fl Be3y nojapku ...

MOMM LPY3bSAM.

Y Bac o4eHb MHOro nogapkos!

HeT, y MeHs MHOrO gpy3eMn.

MHe Hago NNaTHUTb MOLUNHY?

HeT, BCc€ B nopsaake.

MNpoxoauTte, noXxanymcTa.

14
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Lesson Four: The Customs Office

customs

customs declaration

luggage (checked-in) and carry-on baggage

two suitcases and a bag
foreign currency

U .S.A.

U .S. dollars and euros
gold and silver

pieces

antiques ("old pieces")
drugs and narcotics
open

Open this suitcase.
Please

Show me your bag.

I'm bringing gifts ...

for my friends.

You have a lot of gifts!
No, | have a lot of friends.
Do | need to pay a duty?
No, everything is in order.
Pass through, please.

15
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Ypok Martb

ouneT Ha caMoneT

roe MOXXHO KynuTb bunet?
aBMakacca

ABuraKkacca ecTb B roCTUHMLE «MeTpononb»
neteTb

Kyna Bbl XOTUTE neteTb?

BblL1ETETH

Korpa Bbl XOTUTE BbI1eTETbH?

Al xoTen 6bl BbIIETETH B YeTBEpPr.
MHe Hy>XeH oauH 6uner.
«AspodnoT»

KoMnaHusa "AspodnoTt”

JleTalTe caMonétamm «Aspodrota»!
HeT, cnacubo.

Mo>keT 6bITb, B Apyrom pas.
AsponopT "lLepeMeTbeBo”
YBarkaeMble nacca>kmpbl ...
3ajep>kmBaeTcsa

Baw BbineT 3agep>xmBaeTcs.

Jlydwe no3gHo, YyeM Hukorga!

16
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Lesson Five: Airline Tickets

ticket for an airplane
Where is it possible to buy a ticket?
ticket office

There is a ticket office in the
Hotel "Metropol."

to be flying

Where do you want to be flying?
to fly away ("to leave by flying")
When do you want to fly (away)?
I'd like to fly away on Thursday.

| need one ticket.

Aeroflot

the Aeroflot company

Fly the planes of Aeroflot!

No, thank you.

Maybe, another time.
Sheremet'jevo Airport
Respected passengers ...
delayed

Your flight has been delayed.
Better late than never!

17
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Ypok LlecTtb

MeTpo

MockoBcKkoe MeTpo

CTaHuMa MeTpo lNyLlKMHCKasa
KonbueBas TUMHUA

OCTOpPOXKHO!

OCTOpO>XXHO, ABepMH 3aKpblBaOTCSH.
Cnepytouwiasa ctaHumMa — MagakoBcKas.
He npucnoHaTtbca!l

cTaHumsa lNpocnekT Mupa

nepexop Ha KonbueBYHO JIMHUIO
Moes3p cnepyer ...

[0 cTaHuuu MeaBenkoBO.

MecTa A4/19 NacCa>XMpPOB C AETbMMU

Kak poexaTb Ao roctMHuubl "Poccusa"?

BbIMTU

BaM Hago BbIMTU Ha CTaHUMKM KuTan-ropod,.

BaM Hy>keH >xeToH?
no3aHO
npoe3aHoM

Cnacubo, y MeHs eCTb nNpoe3aHon buner.

18
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Lesson Six: The Subway

subway

Moscow subway
Pushkinskaya subway station
Ring Line

Attention!

Attention, the doors are closing.
Next station — Maiakovskaya.
Don't lean!

Mir Avenue station

transfer for the Ring Line
(The) train goes ...

up to the Medvedkovo station.

places for passengers with children
How does one reach the Hotel Rossiya?

to leave (from)

You need to get off at the Chinatown station.

Do you need a token?
late

pass

Thank you, | have a pass.

19
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Ypok CeMb

My3eu U BbICTaBKM
MockoBckui Kpemsb

Bbl XOoTUTE NOUTHU B KpeMnb?
Mbl y>ke 6bI11 TaM BYepa.
Mbl xoaunu ...

B Opy>kenHyto MNanaty ...

B AIMa3HbIK DOHA, ...

n B MokpoBCKMi cobop.

cerofHs

CerogHsa Mbl xoTenu 6bl nonacTb ...

B TpeTbSKOBCKYO ranepeto.
Tyha MO>XHO rnoexaTb Ha MeTpo.

Hapo poexaTb 4O CTaHUMMU
«TpeTbakoBcKasa» ...

M HEMHOTIO MPOMTU MELLKOM.
MHe o4YeHb HpaBaTCH ...

pycCcKkmne NKOHbI.

20
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Lesson Seven: Sightseeing

museums and exhibitions

Moscow Kremlin

Do you want to go to the Kremlin?
We were already there yesterday.
We went ...

to the Armory Chamber ...

to the Diamond Treasury ...

and to the Pokrov Cathedral.
today

Today we would like to getin ...
to the Tretyakov Gallery.

It's possible to go there by subway.

It's necessary to reach the Tretyakov
Station ...

and (then) go a little further on foot.
| really like ...
Russian icons.

21
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Ypok BoceMb

3o0napk

MocKoBCKUM 300MapkK
bonbliaga lNpysmHckaa ynmua
3BepPU 1 NTULbI

JleB - uapb 3Bepen.
KopMUTb 3BEPEN ...
BOCMpeLlaeTcs.
Kypuua - He nTUua.
Xupad 6onbLuoi ...
eMy BUIHEeWN.

cTpayc

CTtpayc npsdver ...
rofI0BY B NecCoK.
OTonamTe OT KNneTkmu!
C/IOH

CroHy fanv MOPKOBKY.
MoW CblH ...

cenvac CYaCT/IMBbIN.

22
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Lesson Eight: At the Zoo

ydole)

Moscow Zoo

Big Georgian Street
animals and birds

The lion is the tsar of the animals.
Feeding the animals ...

is forbidden.

A chicken is not a bird.
The giraffe is big ...

to him more is visible.
ostrich

The ostrich hides ...

his head in the sand.

Step away from the cage!
elephant

A carrot was given to the elephant.

My son ...
is happy now.

23
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Ypok OdeBatb

Bxop

Bbixog,

HeT BbIXOAAa.

KypuTb BOCnpeLiaeTcs.

npoesn

CKOJIbKO CTOUT Npoes B MeTpo?
BaM HaZoO KyrnUTb XXETOH.

YKeToH cTouT NaTb pybnen.

Ha Takcu MOXXHO foexaTb bbicTpee.
Ja, HO TakCU HaMHoro gopoxke!
Tuwe efewb - ganblue byaellb.
OCTaHoBKa

ocTaHoBKa aBTObycCa

TpaMBaM

OCTaHOBKa TpaMBas

HaM nyJlue noexaTb Ha TpaMBae.
HaM Hago npoexaThb ...

HaM Hafo npoexaTb TPU OCTAaHOBKMU.

24
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Lesson Nine: Getting Around

Entrance

Exit

No exit.

Smoking is forbidden.

ride

How much does a subway ride cost?
You need to buy a token.

The token costs five rubles.

By taxi it's possible to get where you're
going more quickly!

Yes, but a taxi is much more expensive!

The more carefully you go, the further you get.
stop (for transportation)

bus stop

streetcar

streetcar stop

It's better for us to go by streetcar.

We need to pass ...

We need to pass three stops.

25
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Ypok Odecatb

Bonblion TeaTp

B BonbLion TeaTp

Bbl xoTUTe nonacTb B bonblion Teatp?
A MO>XHO B Manbin TeaTp?
YTo naoet cerogHsa?
cnekTak/b

cnekTak/b «[po3a»

A B bonbLUOM ...
NebeguHoe

banet «/lebeMHOE 03epO».
Kypna Bbl XOTUTE MOUTU?
Nlydwe B BonbLioMn.
YanMKoBCKOro

MHe oyeHb HpaBMTCA My3blka YaMKOBCKOIO.

Mbl cMOXXeM gocTtaTb buneTbi?
[aBante nonpobyeM.

26
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Lesson Ten: Going to the Theatre

Bolshoi Theater
to the Bolshoi Theater

Do you want to get in to the Bolshoi Theater?
But is it possible (to get into) the Maliy Theater?

What's playing today?
performance

performance (of) "Thunderstorm”
And in the Bolshoi ...

(of a) swan

The ballet "Swan Lake."

Where do you want to go?

It's better (to go) to the Bolshoi.
Tchaikovsky's

| like Tchaikovsky's music very much.
Will we be able to get tickets?
Let's try.

27
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Ypok OgmMHHaauaTb

MarasmH «KHUrm»

«KHMUXKHBIM MUP»

poMaH BolMHa 1 Mup

bpaTtba KapamMasoBbl

MHe oveHb HpaBUTCS lNMyLLKUH.
Y Bac eCTb €ro KHurm?

PycnaH v JlrogMuna

pomaH EBreHnm OHermH

A 4yTo el y Bac eCTb?

HOBOE M3gaHue

HOBOE M3gaHue Muxamna bynrakosa
MacTep v Maprapura
Cobaube cepaue

nydwe

NYYLLMM

KHMra - nyywmm nogapok!

28
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Lesson Eleven: The Bookstore

(the) store "Books"

“World of Books"

(the) novel War and Peace
The Brothers Karamazov

| like Pushkin very much.

Do you have his books?
Ruslan and Ludmila

(the) novel Yevgeny Onegin
And what else do you have?
new edition

a new edition of Mikhail Bulgakov
The Master and Margarita
Heart of a Dog

better

best

A book is the best gift!

29
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Ypok lBeHaguaTb

yesxaeTe

Bbl y>ke yesxxaeTte?

la, MHe y>ke nopa LOMOMW.

B kakoM HoMepe ...

B KakoM HOMepe Bbl y HaC XXMUN?
HoMep TpucTa TpuAaLaTb TPETHHN.
NOHPAaBMNIOCDH

BaM noHpaBunoChb y Hac?

[a, cnacubo.

rOCTENPMUMHbBIN

Tak, Ball HOMep CTOUT ...

JlBecTu BoCeMbeCsaT A,0/1/1apOB B AeHb.

Bbl npuHuMaeTe ...
KpeOUTHble KapTOYKK?

Ja, KoHe4HOo.

Mo>kanyncTa, BOT Ballle TaKCM.

30
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Lesson 12: Checking Out

are leaving

Are you already leaving?

Yes, it's already time (to go) home.
in which room (number) ...

In which room did you stay with us?
Number three hundred and thirty-three.
(you) enjoyed yourself

Did you enjoy yourself at our place?
Yes, thank you.

hospitable

So, your room costs ...

two hundred eighty dollars per day.
Do you accept ...

credit cards?

Yes, of course.

Please, here's your taxi.

31
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