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Arabic Dialects

There are many varieties of Arabic spoken throughout
the Arab world, including North Africa. Of the hundreds of
known dialects, the spoken varieties with the largest number
of speakers are grouped, on the basis of similarity in vocab-
ulary and syntax, into the following:

Syrian Arabic - (as taught in this course) spoken in
Syria, Lebanon, Palestine, and Jordan

Egyptian Arabic - spoken in urban Egypt

Gulf Arabic - spoken in Kuwait, Abu Dhabi, the
Emirates (Qatar), Oman, Bahrain, and Eastern Saudi
Arabia

Iraqi Arabic - spoken in Iraq

North African Arabic - spoken in Libya, Tunisia,
Algeria, and Morocco

Saudi Arabic - spoken in Central and Western Arabia

Yemeni Arabic - spoken in Yemen and southern
Saudi Arabia



The Written System

The written form of the Arabic language, which dates
back to pre-Islamic periods, is called “Standard” or
“Literary Arabic” and is used and understood throughout
the Arab world. It is the form of the language taught
in schools and is the default for educated Arabs of any
nationality. The written system has also been adopted by
neighboring countries whose language is not Arabic, such
as Iran, Afghanistan, and Pakistan.

Colloquial or “spoken” Arabic, including Syrian Arabic,
varies widely by region, sometimes differing enough to be
mutually unintelligible. It is considered to be a “dialect,”
and is almost never written down. Most educated Arabic
speakers are able to easily jump back and forth between
standard and dialect, even within the same sentence, with no
loss of understanding.

The Arabic writing system is easy to learn and master
because the Arabic alphabet has a high correspondence
between sound and symbol. This means that a letter is
pronounced almost the same in every word position.



The Arabic Alphabet

The Arabic alphabet contains 28 letters in addition to the
hamza (glottal stop) and two variants of existing letters (alif
and taa). A number of diacritical marks complement the
alphabet. These are signs written above or below the letters;
they are listed on page 10, after the alphabet chart.

There are two categories of Arabic letters. The first cate-
gory contains six letters only, which are called “one-way
connectors” because they connect only to the “preced-
ing letters” or letters to the right. They do not connect to
“following letters” or letters to the left. These are:

I J :) D) .3 9

The other 25 letters of the alphabet constitute the letters
of the second category. They connect to both preceding
letters (to the right) and following letters (to the left), hence
the term “two-way connectors.”

The alphabet contains three long vowels: alif (aa), waw
(uu), and ya (ii). The latter two function also as consonants,
as in “wet” and “yes.” There are three short counterparts of
these vowels represented by diacritical marks: the fatHa
(a), the damma (u), and the kasra (i). They are about half
as long. A tiny circle written above a consonant is called a
sukuun and represents the absence of a vowel.



The Arabic Alphabet

The mark that resembles a tiny “w” is called shadda. 1t
signifies a doubled consonant. For example, this mark over
the letter “t” makes the word pronounced /sit-tah/ rather
than /sitah/.

A complete listing of the Arabic alphabet has been
included for your reference, beginning on page 8. Itis shown
in two 2-page spreads, reading right to left. Each letter has
four different representations, depending on its position
within a word and includes the forms that the connectors
assume in different word positions. There is an independent
form, as well as a beginning, a middle, and an end form.
The term “initial” means the first letter of the word starting
from the right, “medial” means all the letters in the middle,
and “final” refers to the last letter of the word, on the left.
This is to be used only as a guide since all of the necessary
information for beginning to read in Arabic will be given in
the audio portion of the Reading Lessons. In the Readings for
this course, you will practice recognition and pronunciation
of Arabic letters and combinations of letters, as well as their
use in different words and contexts.

If you are not familiar with the Arabic alphabet, you may
at first find that it takes some time to assoc-iate the appropriate
sounds with each letter and/or group of letters. Therefore, we
recommend that you take the Reading Lessons at your own
pace, repeating each until you feel comfortable proceeding
to the next. With a little effort, you will be astonished at how
quickly you are reading Arabic.
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Introduction to Readings

There are nineteen Reading Lessons. The first sixteen
Reading Lessons that follow are a review from Level 1.
They’ll give you a solid introduction to reading Standard
Arabic. In the final three Lessons, you’ll have a chance to
try “reading” a transcription of three telephone calls. These
are written in the Syrian dialect, so you will be able to
understand what you are reading. Normally, writing is done
only in Standard Arabic, and experienced readers look at the
words written in Standard and translate them “on the fly”
into dialect.

The recorded portion of the reading materials for Eastern
Arabic 2 will be found at the end of the program. You can do
the Readings when it is most convenient for you, either with
the lessons, or entirely after completing the full 30 lessons.
Full instructions on how to proceed are in the recording.
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Name in
Transliteration
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Symbol in Final Medial Initial

Transliteration Position Position Position
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Name Name in

Transliteration
e s Taa
e L Dhaa
e cayn
Cz\-ﬂf‘- ghayn
qr faa
s qaaf
S kaaf
ay laam
po miim
O nuun
cLla haa
3 IJ waaw
£ l—g yaa
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Diacritical Marks (read from right to left)

Name in Name Sound Letter
Transliteration
(o]
2

sukuun L,\js‘-‘-' none
no vowel follows, above the letter

w 27 ”’
fatHa a9 a
short vowel, above the letter

ww 7 2

-

Damma Lo u

short vowel, above the letter

“w ©
kasra 5,)-'-“5 i /

short vowel, below the letter

lﬂ rd
shadda Sl none

indicates a double consonant, above the letter
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Lesson Three
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Lesson Five
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Lesson Six
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Lesson Seven
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Lesson Eight
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Lesson Nine
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Lesson Ten

1.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

20




:E |
N\ o\

Loy ¥ %

ﬂ,‘,
S

Lesson Eleven
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Lesson Thirteen
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Lesson Fifteen
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Lesson Seventeen
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Lesson Seventeen
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Lesson Eighteen
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Lesson Eighteen
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Lesson Nineteen
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Lesson Nineteen (continued)
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