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Introduction

Hindi is one of the 23 official languages of India and
is the country's most commonly spoken language. It is
spoken by almost 400 million people in India, a little more
than 40% of the population.

Unlike English, which is a subject-verb-object language
(SVO), Hindi is a subject-object-verb language (SOV).
For example, the English sentence, “I ate a banana” is “I a
banana ate” in Hindi. You will need to remain aware of this
word order in Hindi to understand native speakers of Hindi
with relative ease and success.

While Standard Hindi is taught in the classroom, most
Hindi speakers speak Hindustani, a smattering of Hindi
and Urdu, on a daily basis. Actors in Bollywood movies
and television series speak Hindustani and the same goes
for popular songs in India. In fact, it is highly likely that
you will hear these songs in the marketplace throughout
the country.

Internet use is growing exponentially in India, and most
educated Indians have access to American social media
sites. They are familiar with American idiomatic expres-
sions and use them frequently while speaking in Hindi.
Expect to hear words and expressions such as “buddy,”
“What’s up?” “cool,” etc. Hindi speakers employ “code
switching” intermittently, as they switch from Hindi to
English and back again to Hindi.
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In Hindi, saying one will do something is often only
a politeness and is so understood. When a native Hindi
speaker says that s/he would like to have lunch with you at
some point, she is often only trying to be polite. It does not
necessarily mean that s/he is interested in having lunch with
you. The reason for this is that Hindi is a "high context"
language. The meaning is in the situation and the persons
involved more than in the words. English, in contrast, is
a low context language where the meaning is primarily in
the words.

Hindi speakers usually do not say “please” when mak-
ing a request. They also do not say “thank you” when a
friend does them a favor or when they are served by a
waiter in a restaurant. To a large extent, India is a collec-
tive society, and most Indians do not feel the need or urge
to thank a friend for borrowing a pen. Nor do they thank
someone for simply doing his job. For this reason, Hindi
speakers may think that the American use of “Good morn-
ing,” “How are you?” “Please,” and “Thank you” is exces-
sive and unnecessary. When an American overuses these
phrases in India, Hindi speakers think that the American is
insincere and does not really mean what s/he says.
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Reading

Hindi is written using the Devanagari alphabet. If you
have completed the Readings in Hindi 1, you will already
know the alphabet. If you do not, you should go back and
(re)acquaint yourself with this different system of symbols.
A listing of the Devanagari alphabet can be found begin-
ning on page 4. This is for your reference only; you will
not need the list to read the Hindi, since the instruction is
on the audio.
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Devanagari Alphabet—Vowels

Letter | *Maatraa Sound
A None a as in about
oT a as in father

fo i as in sit

St ee as in seem

o u as in put

Q 00 as in pool

o a asin late

a as in glad
o o asin go
ol aw as in saw

ri as in grip

This vowel occurs only in words that
are borrowed from Sanskrit and is
rarely used in Hindi.

N | A A o

None

\Vl
o

chandrabindu — nasalizes vowels

*
O bindu — nasalizes vowels

* The circle represents a consonant and shows the relative posi-
tion of the maatraa to the consonant.
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Devanagari Alphabet—Consonants

Hindi | Transliteration Sound

In beginning of words the g as in
gold; within a word or at the end of

3

a word like the k in skit
(G} kh breathy k as in look here
1) g gasin gate
T gh breathy g as in dog house
. n ng as in swin
< : g g
) ch ch as in check
3] Chch breathy ch as in catch him
N j Jj as in June
= jh breathy j as in dodge him
3{ 5 This sound does not exist in
English, most like the # in unjust
T T combination of  and d as in train /
drain
reatny t as 1n ant ni
Th breath i hill
S D d as in date

This sound does not exist in
English, sounds most like an r
followed by a quick d

‘@
=
1)
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Hindi | Transliteration Sound
breathy d with a very noticable
< Dh breath at the end
E’ Rha breathy version of Ra
T N This sounds does not exist in
English, most like the 7 in end
d ta soft ¢ as in at or in at the
q tha breathy version of ta
[} da d as in breadth
3 dha breathy version of da
q na n as in name or anthem
p as in pun, sometimes closer to a b
q pa
sound
[*2) pha breathy p as in top hat
d ba b as in bun
H bha breathy b as in club house
H ma m as in mug
q ya y as in young
T ra 7 as serene
o la [ as in lunch
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Hindi | Transliteration Sound
d va between an English v and w
A sh sh as in shell
IS} SH sh as in German Schneider
H Sa s as in sun
g Ha h as in head
Hindi Borrowed Sounds / Consonants
& ksha ctas in section (Sanskrit)
El tra tr as in trishna (Sanskrit)
3 gy g-y combination (Sanskrit)
% qa k (Arabic)
,@- khha ch as in loch (Persian)
1) ghha g (Persian)
Sl z z as in zone (English)
b* ) f fasin fin (English)
h
o (visarga) breathy h
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Lesson One

A AN S T o o

_.
e

SEFEYSPTRERES FFRLE

3
=
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Lesson One Translations

1. ten
2. three
3. two
4. two hundred
5.  thirteen
6. athousand
7. twenty-two
8. fifteen
9. twenty
10.  six
11.  seven
12.  twenty-four
13.  seventeen
14.  nineteen
15, thirty-two
16.  seventy-one
17.  twelve
18.  thirty-one
19.  thirty-five
20.  one hundred seventy

10
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Lesson Two
CRAEARdl
H G A ST T2
H TSI ST T&T &
GIERD
T 3T qlgth ATg Ul
EL
A ITE
T AT SIS
ERCECERTLY
SI¥ T AT gUET ...
EREC ATy
IR R ETIE

TRT F I

AEATI

TEAR ST ¥ &

A= faat =rfa
CIEGIRECICT]

AT @THT dgd =87 2ldl &l

11
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Lesson Two Translations
shopping
I’'m going to go shopping.
I’m going to the bazaar.
gifts
I need two gifts.
money
two scarves
a red scarf
for my sister
and a blue scarf ...
for my daughter
and for me ...
maybe a book
about India
colleague
I and my colleague ...
are going to a restaurant.
I’d like biryani. [ordering]
Indian food

Indian food is very good.
12
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Lesson Three

T AT ST

He " v T

e

13
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Lesson Three Translations

1. head

2. arm

3. leg/foot

4. hand

5. finger

6. hair

7.  eyes

8. nose

9. ears
10.  neck
11.  comb
12. toe
13.  knee
14.  heel
15, wrist
16.  to smell
17.  to touch
18.  to feel
19.  to hear
20.  Look!

14
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Lesson Four

. H9Er

2. VT FTET ...

3. gIur

A IEE]

5. Tdr

6. 3T

7. TR T a%?

8. TATLE ST ol

9. T FAT GTAT GTAN?
10. ¥ 3T 19T

11. &1 FT 9T

12. A=A

13. &9

14. &

15. =@l

16. T

17. ©T

18. AT

19. 9T 3T FTF FUr?
20. THEATE T FIoT0)



—_

[\ I e e e e e e e T
© Y ®» N v kA W DD = O

T AL T o

HINDI2

Lesson Four Translations
delicious
dinner ...
will eat [you]
rice
roti [bread]
cgg
Until what time?
Until eleven o’clock.
What will you have?
chicken
beef
fish
eggplant
fruit
yogurt
cheese
kheer [Indian dessert]
naan
Will you drink tea?

Don’t go to any trouble.
16
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Lesson Five

gaTs AgT

HTHTT
AT

17
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Lesson Five Translations

1. airport

2. luggage

3. gate

4. departure

5. arrival

6. canceled

7. security

8. airplane

9. domestic
10.  international
11.  to be delayed
12.  seat
13.  ticket(s)
14.  airline
15.  check-in
16.  boarding pass
17.  duty-free
18.  terminal
19.  flight number
20.  customs

18
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Lesson Six
l. TATETET
2. EiFeX
3. St 7 fHemT 2
4. YeHTZ
5. THAIEHIL B
6. AXHTR
7. T H GO
8. TAHTX
9. A
10.  STH
1. @y
12. |9 o | ThedI®
13. ALHIH IR
14, § R
15. TR F@AT el
16.  EIATA
17. ST SETATT gl 872
18.  TEeIE
19.  FIIT TFAH A0

[N
e

=ar #7a e, 7 3 gl

19
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Lesson Six Translations
pharmacy
doctor
I want to see a doctor.
stomach ache
I have a stomach ache.
headache
sore throat
toothache
fever
cold
cough
trouble breathing
pain in my chest
I fell.
It hurts.
hospital
Where is the nearest hospital?
ambulance
Call the ambulance, please!

Don’t worry, I’m fine.
20
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Lesson Seven

—_—

AT AT GIEAT AT8d 52

2. 98

3. I

4. IEA

5. A%

6. ULEH

7. FAH

8. F fware
9. @Yl HT 74T
10. 9

1. o
12. TIUEE

13, TI|9

14. <%

15. TA®E
16. T FTS
17. WY

18, fegr

19. I T
20. FIhT

21
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Lesson Seven Translations

1. What do you want to buy?
2. Dbatteries
3. soap
4. razor
5. cologne
6. ointment
7. pen
8. some sweets
9. cough drops
10.  shampoo
11.  aspirin
12.  toothpaste
13.  toothbrush
14. bandaid
15. telephone
16. postcard
17. stamp(s)
18. tissue(s)
19. sunscreen
20. coffee

22
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Lesson Eight

1. wHIT

2. d

3. 9qed

4. IHhT qAA A AT B
5. FUET

6. JHHT FUST HIL 2|

7. =TS

8. FTIA FHE Al B

9. FEAH

10. HY TEA Fgl a?

1. 9T

12. ¥TST

13. Fi

14. ¥ TH 74T I AT U
15. ¥ax

16. ¥ Tgd Al

17. 9IS

18. HY HIY H UF gU0d g
19. ST
20. 1T Il FTrAT

23
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Lesson Eight Translations
shirt
shoes
pants
His pants are blue.
dress
Her dress is beautiful.
sandal(s)
It’s a leather sandal.
gloves
Where are my gloves?
shawl
sari
coat
I need a new coat.
sweater
Put on a sweater.
sock(s)
There’s a hole in my sock.
bag

earrings
24
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Lesson Nine
TFATE AT HIToTT]
STTehT HgLaTw |
AT 3@ ...
gl
S IREREC I A
FeITE B!
T AT qATEH gl
HEHTT a0
STTehT HEHTT TR0 o 70 ..

dgd dgd g gdT<|

. gelT g2 AT )

SITY ATTeh! HgLaTH 1 2l all
RIS R

T H HfQT H ...

AT H T FT GhdT 57
Tl ST ...

Fle AT 3T &7 #4Y foru?
T G 72|

SR

25
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Lesson Nine Translations
Don’t go to any trouble.
That’s nice of you.
From seeing you ...
Hold on!
Have a good day.
Congratulations!
Happy New Year.
hospitality
For your hospitality ...
Thank you very much.
I’m happy you came.
If you would be so kind.
Don’t mention it. / You’re welcome.
In the temple ...
can [ enter?
Any order ...
and service ...
[Do you have] any order and service for me?
May you be happy.

May you be healthy.
26
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Lesson Ten
CIET T .
FIT TH TSl 872
TEATH ..
g T BT 2
W
T I8 T9E B
TAHE T HIEH ...
5T T 2
AT T ...
H AL STAT B
AT 3 ...
HIT ATE I AT ZT &
TEATT A ..
# fgeat aear 2|
AT il TF 55 gl
QHATT 3T ...
H &0 Tg! HeAT &l
TR T ..
H o9 el 7 ...
e ST R R

27
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Lesson Ten Translations
In winter ...
does it snow?
In summer ...
it’s very hot.
spring
I like spring.
The fall weather ...
is very good.
On Monday ...
I go to the office.
On Tuesday ...
my brother is coming home.
On Wednesday ...
I study Hindi.
On Saturday there’s a meeting.
On Friday ...
I don’t work.
On Saturday ...
I — my friends ...

am going to see.
28
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Lesson Eleven

. THAR

2. @R

3. zAfeAT

4. AT T
5. ST

6. HTE T a
7. qEA

8. IAMIT

9. I S ToF
10. #fE

1. EERfd

12. AT HTAT
13. e T

14, TEIHAT
15. =TT AT
16. AT HBIA
17. ST g%
18. = faa
19. I

20. T fHAe

29
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Lesson Eleven Translations
one time / once
two and a half
these days
It’s three o’clock.
half
half past six o’clock
you (in the past tense)
yoga
quarter to eight o’clock
music
culture
second floor
tomorrow night / last night
library
four years
nine months
next week
three days
afternoon

one minute
30
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Lesson Twelve

ST

ST

AT AT U STAAT 82
SRR
SLTTRT Blae

FAT 3T AT & ALTTHT Bl Fgl 52
EIETECACACEY

FATA T B?

Tel, T Tl 2

. T T AL 872

ST g, | sTadet gl

FAT 319 TEeal 92 T 872
AT A E

FAT AT = ITeh T2 52
Faherdl o ...
EERERCEIN

F Fgl ST AT gl

31
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Lesson Twelve Translations
Sorry, ...
Ma’am.
English
Do you know English?
Yes, a little.
Ashoka Hotel
Do you know where the Ashoka Hotel is?
On Park Street.
Is it far?
No, it’s not far.
Are you American?
Yes, I’'m American.
Can you read Hindi?
I can read Hindi a little.
I’m from New York.
Have you gone to New York?
Unfortunately ...
not yet.
Someday ...

I want to go there.
32



HINDI 2

Lesson Thirteen

1. A

2. TAHET, AT FH 5?2

3. HEAEE, garsl

4. ST AT?

5. 3T FATE?

6. Har== gl

7. T FHEl ST TRl 872

8. AT

9. AT AT HL AT ATUI?
10.  HTE Frfory, i ...
1. ¥ ST IR

12, T AT g FTH 272
13. STl 2l

14. o1 e ...

15. 9= H ...

16. AT HANT AT ot Tl 872
17. faegen

18.  HATL ST h”T TgiM?

19. =2

20. TRz fReT)

33
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Lesson Thirteen Translations
Hello.
Hello, how are you?
I’m fine, thanks.
And you?
How are you?
I’'m well.
Where are you going?
[To the] bazaar.
Will you go with me?
Sorry, but ...
I have to go.
Do you have a lot of work?
Yes, I have.
In that case ...
later ...
can we drink tea?
Of course.
How does four o’clock sound?
All right.

See you later.
34
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Lesson Fourteen

= HTHe
H = HTehe ST =T8dT gl
EEL)
HE OTE TS A5l 2l
AT FH AT 57
T 7|
AT e |
SHANT AT I AT 73 &
I qTh
T Ik gl 72
HTE HITTT, FAT AT A 52
TTE TTE qi=T
U, &7 fherrd ey ...
= AT AT Ul
AT e FAT R AT?
e
A9 T fohew €T

P
Toh AT Tohed|

T T FATST T6E 2|
35
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Lesson Fourteen Translations
New Market
I want to go to New Market.
on foot
I don’t have (a) car.
How are you going?
By taxi.
By bicycle.
We’re going on Thursday.
National Park
Where is the National Park?
Sorry, do you know?
Turn to the right.
One, two kilometers ...
Please go straight ahead.
What did you do yesterday?
movie
[ saw a movie.
Indian
An Indian film.

I prefer sports.
36
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Lesson Fifteen

1. 7oA .

2. ARAHACH ...

3. fraa &r8?

4. TG IAH ...

5. A Fgd AT 2

6. AT W 2l

7. U G &9 A= 5

8. gl w9a G

9. A TH T=u [haTd g

10. &7 &7 %97

1. Zaq 99 ...

12. HIOTH 21 2l

13. T |1 ATA

14. T 9T FEHT|

15. T4, g qo! AT

16. % g, T G T919 <97
17. FREFE

18. T § hice IS TETHTA HT Tahdl 57
19.  H 7T 99T FEaT ATRAT £
20. S FRG?

37
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Lesson Fifteen Translations
This book ...
about India, ...
how much?
Two hundred fifty ...
that’s too much.
That’s very expensive.
One hundred twenty is good.
No, wouldn’t be possible.
It’s a good book.
Two hundred rupees.
That amount of money ...
I don’t have.
One hundred forty.
One hundred eighty.
Then, I don’t want (it).
OK, give (me) one hundred fifty.
credit card
Can I use a credit card?
I want to exchange a little money.

Where’s the bank?
38
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Lesson Sixteen
ALATTF B
=mit 2|
fohae |17 872
TqLE 9T AT g
FIET 9T T | &7 8l

A AN S T o o

10. ST Ivsg ATA =l gl
1. §¥fuar...

12. T HELHAT ...

13. O WitHeR § W&d 8l
14.  STThRT TaT ...

15. 9T ATTeRT TAT AT T2
16. HL O ...

17. 39 TS & F&d g
18.  STIeRT TTLATE hET 57
19. 3T AR 3= g

20. AT Feg R T2 AU

39
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Lesson Sixteen Translations
My brother ...
is a teacher.
My sister ...
is a student.
Your children ...
how old are they?
Older son ...
is seventeen years old.
Younger son is ten years old.
Daughter is fifteen years old.
My father ...
and my mother ...
live in San Francisco.
Your wife
Would your wife like some tea?
My husband ...
he is in need of a car.
How is your family?
They’re fine.

They came a few weeks ago.
40
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Lesson Seventeen

—_—

ATTRT ATH FIT &2

2. AT TGl T 5?

3. 7 Y forg SrferuT?

4. T AT HLT HIT HA?

5. 39 Fgf TEdt 872

6. ZTH fohae ool T Gl 872
7. AR ATH FATE?

8. T el ST 57

9. T 3T UE TITSTUIT?

10.  ToRaAT SATSrIaT?

11. T 3T SAC AT 272

12, 3AT9 T 6gl?

13. 9T AT 3G T 872

14. ST FATEE TRl 57

15. Fradrgr g?

16.  TEHT FAT HAAT &7

17. 9T AT AT AT Tohel 87
18, 3ITT AT HTH Fd &7

19.  STTRT SH TS SF FAT 82
20.  SATTHT FAT ATRT?

41



—_

[\ I e e e e e e e T
© Y ®» N v kA W DD = O

T AL T o

HINDI2

Lesson Seventeen Translations

What’s your name?

Where are you from?

Will you write?

Will you help me?

Where do you live?

Until what time are the stores open?
What’s his / her name?
Where are you going?

Will you read?

How much will it be?

Do you take dollars?

What did you say?

Have you gone there?

What are you looking for?
How far is it?

What does that mean?

Can you wait?

What (work) do you do?
What’s your e-mail address?

What do you need?
42
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Lesson Eighteen

1. &rEr

2. e

3. T AT Tohehe A 87
4. TH qIAT IHE g

5. HaAE @A Agl @oAdl g
6. FEAld

7. VT

8. ¥ T KT A¥ATH FLAT
9. AN Hgd & o7 =31 5
10. 3o+ 3=t gl & H1E1?
1. STToT

12. 2=t ATOT & A5 2
13. &

14. &= qfewa 2|

15. HqH...&=E

16. =fdam™

17. A=

18.  HHTST ATE

19. ot o=
20. =<t T ¢!

43
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Lesson Eighteen Translations
running
cricket
Do you play cricket?
I like swimming.
I don’t do any sports.
soccer
practice
I practice yoga.
Yoga is good for health.
Where did you learn Hindi?
language
Hindi language isn’t easy.
difficult
Hindi is difficult.
I’'m interested ...
history
psychology
sociology
linguistics

Hindi is easy!
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Lesson Nineteen

-
faetl =7 HTEH FET 872
FATET TS A5l gl gl
FHT AT T ST 2
= FIAT T GIEH FATET T69< g
faoet U T=T AZ 5
el RETE W TRl 3 ...
AT o H9% 9 3T 2
STA L Teh 2T M2 2l
ot faeetl SATaT F2T 2
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HINDI2

Lesson Nineteen Translations

1. New Delhi
2. Mumbai
3. Kolkata
4. Agra
5. Chennai
6. Patna
7. Taj Mahal
8. green
9.  white
10.  black
11.  color
12. How’s New Delhi’s weather?
13. Tt doesn’t rain much.
14. Sometimes it snows.
15. 1 prefer winter weather.
16.  New Delhi is a big city.
17. New Delhi is not far from the mountains ...
18.  butit’s far from the sea.
19.  Bangalore is a big city.
20.  But New Delhi is bigger.
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Lesson Twenty
ST el FT ohAT?
e T Thed 3@
T AT T i § &1 g
S AT G 992 2
FAT AT AT T ST il 52
SfT &, AT &2 & o sr=ar 2|
F oft TR AT ST FATE L
ZFd H T q12
H AT G TohT|T ATl &
AT T 7 AT qhdt 272
STt BT, fehe =1 ST &
I qa<
STTeRT Tl e FAT 5?2
FAT TTh ITH FeAH &7
PSR
T TZT FHRTS
HIT F9HT ...
w21 e wer 2
A T

ATTRT F9HT AT I7 9T
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Lesson Twenty Translations
What did you do yesterday?
I saw a movie.
I’m interested in Indian culture.
I like Indian music.
Do you practice yoga?
Yes, yoga is good for health.
I too practice yoga ...
once a week.
I want to cook Indian food.
Can you instruct me?
Yes, but I have to leave.
phone number
What’s your phone number?
Do you have a pen?
Here you are.
Here’s some paper.
My glasses ...
I can’t find them.
On the table

Your glasses were on the table.
48



