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THAI

Introduction

Reading has been defined as the decoding of
graphic material whichrepresents the sound patterns
of the spoken language, or, to put it another way,
reading consists of coming back to speech through
the written symbols. In short, meaning is contained
in the sounds of the spoken language. As the written
form of any language does no more than represent
these sounds visually, speaking a language is the
necessary first step to reading and understanding
anything written in the language.

Standard Thai, the dialect spoken in this course,
is also known as Central Thai or Siamese, and it
is the official language of Thailand. Sometimes
called the Bangkok Dialect, it is spoken by about
25 million people. The other main regional dialects
are Northern Thai, spoken around Chiangmai;
Northeastern Thai (Isan), spoken to the east
of Korat; and Southern Thai, spoken south of
Chumpon and into neighboring communities of
northern Malaysia.

A full list of the Thai alphabet follows,
along with a guide to the sounds represented by
each letter. You will note that some Thai letters
have more than one sound, depending on their
position in the word. Whenever possible, English
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Introduction (continued)

equivalents are given. However, keep in mind that
these equivalents are approximations only. Please
refer first to the audio of the “Readings,” to hear
the authentic sounds for yourself.

The Thai alphabet was probably derived from
the Old Khmer script which is a southern Brahmic
script. It is believed the Thai alphabet was created
in 1283 by King Ramkhamhaeng the Great.
Consonants are written horizontally from left to
right, while the vowels are arranged above, below,
to the left, or to the right of the corresponding
consonant. Thai is usually written without spaces
between words and without punctuation.

The Thai alphabet has 44 consonants, two of
which are practically obsolete, representing 21
distinct consonant sounds. Consonants are grouped
by “class,” 1.e., by level or pitch. They can be mid,
low, or high. There are 25-35 vowels, depending
on whether you count combinations. The vowels
are considered “long” or “short,” but there is no
correlation to the English “long” or “short.” For

L3 »

example, the “a” as in “father” is a long vowel

(L3 »

in Thai, as is the “a” as in “May,” the “aw” as in
“awe,” and the “aah” as in “apple.” Thai vowel
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Introduction (continued)

sounds and diphthongs are written using a mixture
of vowel symbols, consonants, and combinations
of vowel symbols. If a vowel has parts before and
after the initial consonant, and the syllable starts
with a consonant cluster, the split will go around
the whole cluster.

The combination of the consonant class and the
length of the vowel will determine the tone of the
syllable / word. There are five tones: mid, low,
high, rising, and falling. In addition, there are tonal
markers which will change the tone of the word. A
list of the tone rules and tonal markers follows the

alphabet chart.



THAI

The Thai Alphabet
Consonant Initial Sound Final Sound
(Class) (if different)
N (mid) between a k and a hard g k
2 (high) k
. k (no longer used in
YU (high) | modern Thai letters)
P (low) k
k (no longer used in
A (ow) modern Thai letters)
H  (ow) k
Joo (low) ng as in “sing”
J  (mid) J t
9y (high) ch as in “chair” t
of (low) ch as in “chair” t
o (low) S t
N (low) ch as in “chair” t
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The Thai Alphabet (continued)

Consonant
(Class)

Initial Sound

Final Sound

(if different)

(low)

y

n

(mid)

d

t

(mid)

between a d and a hard ¢

(high)

t

(low)

(low)

(low)

(mid)

(mid)

between a d and a hard ¢

(high)

(low)

2 (3o 22 (3@ D> P

(low)
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The Thai Alphabet (continued)

Consonant Initial Sound Final Sound
(Class) (if different)

W (low) n

U (mid) b p

1 (mid) | betweena b and a hard p p

W (high) p

W (high) f p

W (low) p

W (low) f P

N (low) p

N (low) m

8 (low) y

T (low) rolling r or rh n

N (low) ! n
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The Thai Alphabet (continued)

Consonant Initial Sound Final Sound
(Class) (if different)
7 (low) w
@ (high) s t
¥ (high) S t
N (high) s t
Y (high) h as in “house” none
W (low) ! n
g (low) h as in “house” none
no sound for initial (see Long
B (mid) position-silent Vowels)
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The Thai Alphabet (continued)

Consonant Classes

Class

Consonant

mid

I N A AU YD

low

A ANV YA N Y
N W N NN

high

Ad R g0 KWW AW

N
A
N
AN 89N D
2
8 W
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The Thai Alphabet (continued)

Long Vowels
Long Sound
Vowel
-1 ah as in father

~

ee as in see

DY

er as in super

el

ooh as in Winnie the Pooh

l— ay as in May
IL— aah as in apple
9- oh
-2 awe
iy schwa —a /uh
—bﬂ ai
-8} | woy/ooh-ah-ee
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The Thai Alphabet (continued)

Long Sound
Vowel

—q:] ua / ooh-ah

L—% | combination of “ — ~and“ =" (ee-a)
L—8 | combination of “ = ”and “ = ” (eu-a)
l—2) |erasinsuper

ai or y as in dinosaur or Thai

ai or y as in dinosaur or Thai

um as in rum

ou as in house

10
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The Thai Alphabet (continued)

Short Vowels
Short Vowel | Sound
- u as in hut
- i as in sit
rq A
- short sound of “ = ” (uh)

00 as in book

I-& e in pet

=& a in map

- oa as in oak

-y short sound of “ —2)” (aw as in awe

but shorter)

-\E COmbination Of 13 _q kD) and 13 _8 29
~ ~

-8 “ L—28) ” but shorter
A A

\-a% “ L=2) ” but shorter

-2 “ L=2) ” but shorter

11




THAI

The Thai Alphabet (continued)

Tonal Rules
I. Without Tone Marks
e Rulel

Live Syllable — a syllable that ends in a long vowel

29 ¢¢ 29 ¢¢ 29 €6 (Y1)

or in “m,” “n,” “ng,” “w,” or “y

Consonant | Live Syllable Live Syllable
Class long vowel live ending
(open)* (closed)**
Mid Mid Tone Mid Tone
High Rising Tone Rising Tone
Low Mid Tone Mid Tone

* QOpen Syllable — a syllable that contains a
consonant and a vowel (CV)

** Closed Syllable — a syllable that contains a
consonant, a vowel, and an ending consonant (CVC)

12
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The Thai Alphabet (continued)

e Rule?2

Dead Syllable — a syllable that ends in a short

vowel, or in “k,” “p,” or “t”

Consonant Dead Dead Dead
Class Syllable Syllable Syllable
short dead dead
vowel ending ending
(open) (closed) (closed)
short vowel | long vowel
Mid Low Tone | Low Tone Low Tone
High Low Tone | Low Tone | Low Tone
. : Falling
Low High Tone | High Tone Tone

13
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The Thai Alphabet (continued)

I1I. With Tone Marks — supercedes the rules in I,
without Tone Marks.

e Rule3
Consonant I o o +

Class

Mid Low | Falling High Rising
Tone Tone Tone Tone

. Low | Falling

High Tone Tone None None

Low Falling High None None
Tone Tone

Note: A tone mark always appears on top of the
initial consonant. If there is a vowel on top of
the consonant, the tone mark will be on top of the
vowel.

MmN 5 da  ia

+ oJ

14
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The Thai Alphabet (continued)

Tonal Levels

Level

Mark

Description

Mid-level

<none>

Starts at the mid-point of
the speaker’s vocal range
and remains stable and
constant during the pronun-
ciation of the syllable

Low

Starts slightly lower than
Mid-level and remains
stable and constant

Falling

Starts at the Mid-level
Tone, rises as high as the
High Tone, then drops
abruptly

High

Starts at the Mid-level Tone
and then rises

Rising

Starts at Mid-level, drops
abruptly, and is then
followed by a sweeping rise
at the end of the syllable

15
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A/ AN
N

2lg!

A1
81/ 2N
/7
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Lesson 3
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Bty
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Lesson 4

© XD
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ST

14

12

16

14
A1/ AN
A1 W
A1 W0

il H1 BN
e [ v [ we

2¢ [ Ug [ Ng
21 / U1/ aN
AL 21

19
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HEA e
Jg /90
Az / AN
2% [ 2N
Az /[ AN

e &)

e 1Y

eq'n .az -Dd S "'QJ] .92)
> < =
ee € .2

1 g
3¢ U1

2.

-2)

20
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Lesson 6

. B¢/ D
2. 13

3. e 'la
4. 19

5. 99 /3D /D
AD

28

nh)

1D

10. IR LN
1. A IR
12. 10

13. 17 RN
14. 997 8N
15. 14 g
16. Ng I

© =N S

o
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Lesson 7
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© =N S

I

LN

)

N48N

WD

A1 U

N

LN

LN D

WD 12

WNN

WINNN

818NN

D /U /19 / 19D
MW/ U/ /10D
I

22
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Lesson 8
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e / U

Vit

AN [/ UDN

218 [ 28

207 / 277

28

12D / 1D

LN

AL

NN [ INA

N/ N

U/ iw

A/ A

B/ 8y

N/ N/ 1w0na /1N
N/ R/ IRD [/ Iak

23
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Lesson 9
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W

Tl /i

ne /T / ln
of

2l

ALl

WA / Ul
LA
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Lesson 11

1. 197

2. 1A/ 1N

3. ANE AN

4. 100 / 1

5. N/ 1IN
SRTURLZR
ST RNk
121/ 121
121 & 121 @
10. 2717 / 27
121 & 27 @
2.0/ M

13, Db Atk 09
4, N R/ &
15. WA / W
l6. & WV

© XD

A
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Lesson 12

. 2/ 3

2. iy [ 3

3. M0 /190
41 /Léﬂ
5.V /Lé

un /ué

11 A1 {y
At § W

L g1

10. D / 1¥Ng

11. NNet\E

12. 191/ 19g

13. ¥ 191z 1g @
14, 191 NELRE Nib

15. S92
16. D2/ Bag

© XD

A

27



THAI

Lesson 13

T FY

2

3. A/ AL

4. g / Ay

5. 9N T Az

6. 1 AT W

7. 9% A

8. AN | A

9. AUV

10. ?Ja;‘]

1. WA [/ UNg

12. I\E

13. UNE URE N
14. (N /IR /1IN
15. LWg / 1R /[ INg
16. INE NE
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Lesson 14

o

2. =
o il
- = 2y

U

had
=

g
g

5. mﬂi / 5111

wn / wm

nm / 1,51 / LEN
w'm un

11N / V1N

10. 3:h

1. ® & &
12. WO/ W / T
13, b 4 KO

14. 1;{'1

15. 89 & ¥

16. A1/ AN / AN

29
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Lesson 15
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© =N S

N1/ 41N
g1/ 81N
a8 / aan
q2A

7 /71
AN
FUAW
12

MA

NN
KN / 1N

30
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Lesson 16
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WA

9 /9N / "LN

WA N3 BN ﬂu

AN WA J1N AL

10

21 WA NN 1A
MW

M u e

T2

72 11 a1 1IN NN
b / NU

21 NU 121

WD / WD

WD UN AU AN

1A /A

14 3R 72 17 81 1 J1N

31



THAI

Lesson 17

o

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

© =N S

Uazind

A UTe INd
NFILNNW
ATDLUAI
151 ‘11
AN

ity

(1N Az
AL

7 I A5
Atk 2001 1 AT T2 14 AST
NIA

da / da

an / an

1

W1 &N I Ay
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Lesson 18
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9w [ MMk
2 /
kxin

370 g

M /Mo /MR /M /mnW /ey
ey 120 NN A
win / awn
fUNn

g

WY [ NS
U4 / UA

Uan

UR1 TN

8L

1y tMay
15380

33



Lesson 19
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N

10.
11.
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13.
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AN
21/ 28y

127 121 N

A
A

&2 / &0 / \&D

INRD / 1NRD / LNAD

o / 1D
1D N
19D /foa
14 9p 18D
o

10/ Aag
Atk J Ta
192 / 4D
Atk ‘1U 15D

/ 1dD

4 AL

14 ag
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Lesson 20

10.

11.

12.

RV AF VR AFX

AN / AN

NaN

NNDN

NNDN / NRDN / NRDN /
NRDN / NRDHN

naz1ny

WN AD NTziDy

4/ Y

A9 agj N9

U1 agj N0 Ay

AD LA DY

U1 WH DY 1 ADWLEDY AL
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Lesson 20 (continued)

3. 140115

14. AFDUATY ADL N1 NTIINW
11915 Az

5. 1N1KAS

16. T2NRY INIHS
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