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PAUL PINSLEUR, 48,
DIES IN FRANCE

Designed and Programmed
the Language Lab

Dr. Paul Pimsleur, a profes-
sor of education and romance
languages at the State Univer-
sity of New York in Albany
and an author, died last Tues-
day of a heart attack in Paris
where he was a visiting pro-
fessor at the Sorbonne. He was
48 years old.
~ Dr. Pimsleur, a native of New
York City and a graduate of
City College of New York, who
learned his doctorate at Colum-
bia University, was credited
with designing and program-
ming what was termed the na-
tion’s first computerized lan-
guage aboratory, called The
Language Lab, and later, Tha

Listening Center, at Ohio State
University in Columbus.

He worked in conjunction
with the Ohio Bell Telephone
Company, and the system en-
abled students to learn at their
own pace by dialing in directly
on pre-programmed tapes. Dr.
Pimsleur directed the labora-
tory from 1960 to 1970.

He wrote several books on

education and was called a
pioneer in the rapid teaching of
language and in testing meth-
ods. His standardized examina-
tions for foreign-language
aptitude and achievement, pub-
lished by Harcourt Brace Jo-
vanovich Inc. and known as
the Pimsleur Tests, are widely
used in the United States. Dr.
Pimsleur was a Fulbright pro-
fessor in Heidelberg, Germany,
in 1968 and 1969.
. He is survived by his wife,
the former Beverly Fleishmar,
'a former lecturer in the divi-
ision of comparative literature
at Ohio University and an
‘educational film maker; a son,
Marc-Andrew; a  daughter,
Julia: his mother, Meira G.
Pimsleur of New York, retired
director of acquisitions at Co-
lumbia Law School, and an
author, and a brother, Joel, of
'San Francisco, a reporter for
'The San Francisco Chronicle.

A memorial service will be
held at 1:30 P.M. tomorrow in
St. Paul's Chapel at Columbia
‘University.

Ehe New Jork imes

Published: June 29, 1976
Copyright © The New York Times



